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THE 
PREFACE. 
T0 THIS 


TREATISE. 


Feine Providence having of 

| J late removed from the * 

| Stage of this World, many worthy 
Miniſters, pions Relations, and 
choice Chriſtian Friends, TI be- 
thouht my ſelf what Uſe might 
be made of them, though their 

\ Bodies be laid in the filent Dus? ; 

, aud in that reſpett they are For- 
gotten, as a dead Man out of ®'"im 3i. i 
Mind, in the Land of Forget- pim 8s. | 
' fulneſs : Whether adtive, or 12. 

' paſhue ; themjelves not renien; 
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bring: any thing, or others re- 
membring them : Tet, notwith- + 
ſtanding, they are alive to God, 
and with God ; and the memory 
Pro: 10.9, Of the Juſt is Bleſſed, and muF7 - 
not be. altogether forgbtten by Sur- 
vivors, If it become us not to 
be Slothtul, but followers of 
them, who through Faith and , 
Patience, . inherit. the Promiles, 
then muSt we alſo remember them 
Mal. 3, 16, 70 that end. Aud if God write 
a Book of Remembrance cou-, 
cerning them, ſurely we mudt ; 
and not ouly of their Adtings, 
whilft in the Fleſh with us, but © 
of- their preſent State and Attings 
in that Llefſſed State above, {0 
far as our limited Capacities Cc. 
conceive of them according to | 
Scripture - Revelation ; and cons o 
form curſelves to them according F 
-ifo the Platform of Prayer taunt . 
 Vat.6.10” ug by our Saviour, | Thy Will * 
be done in Earth as it is in | 
| ſa 
Heaven, |] 


Heb.6.12. 


iq This Conformity to the Sarits 
[tle | | ' . 
: ; : above, and Communion with them, 
ny i a Duty ſeldom ſiudied, and 


i , 4s rarely Prafticed, Divines p, pj... 


yh tell us of a Sevenfold Communion ſon on the 


: Fs Creed, pag. 

« i, That Saints have : os. 

- I. They have Communion with 
#12 God the Father, 1. John 13... 
1es, 
D oY 2. With Chriff, the Son, x 
rite C 

Or; 19; 

Cour, 
wh ' 3. With the Foly-GhoFt, Plal. 

fo 3 
bw: 2I. 
HS 4. With the holy Angels, Heb 
- fo 4. 7h Zhe Poly AnFELS, MED. 
TNT I -: 
F Clif | 
. q $5. With all the true Members 
0 of Chriff's m yſtical Body on 
reling Earth, Ephel. 4. 12. 13 
mot & 2? a ate = 4 
F "I 6. With the members of the 


* fame Soczety, I, JON. 13. 7. 
This __ =. 


# 
ww 
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OS 


7, 4 Communion with the 
Saints departed, 


This us that which is handled in 
the enſuing Treatiſe. LY 
That this Communion of Saints oP 
is a fundamental Article of a Chri- ** 
ſtran's Faith cannot be denyed . , 
( tho by many miſinterpreted and - 
prattically decryed,) yet many N 


that ſtand up at it, will not ſtand 
to it; mot Men confining their © 

Communion to their own party, ex- fa 
I cluding all from their Fellowſhip, Jc 
\{ that differ from them, though in 4 


| rollerable Things : MoSF under- «- 
's ſtand not how Chriſtians inflant in | 
It place, can have any Communion in _ be 
Spirit, tho"Paul ſaith to the Church ,. 
[|{ Col. 2. 5. ax Coloſs, |. Tho I be abſent in + 


| the Fleſh, yer amt with you un 
| the Spirit. } Many AFC Dark, fa 
It mos of Private, few of Catho« 
| | lick Spirits, to think and aff ac- | ,y, 


cording 70 the Latitude of Fio1s 
Principle, | 


4 
- 

q N 

. - 
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1 think its beyond all Queſtion, 
that' the Church of God is rightly 
Diſtributed into Militant here on 
' Earth, and that called Triumphant 


"in Heaven: there is an upper 
and lower part of the New-Jc- 

2) aber 

4 ruſalem : That above 1s free, 


- which is the Mother of us all. © '- 26 
3 The Cabaliſts ob/erve that the 
Word Jeruſalem, 7s of the dual 
” Number, to denote both an Hea- 
"  wenly and Farthly City ; aud they 
S fay, the taking, away of the Letter 
Jod out of Teruſalem, | 2 Sam. 
"« - 5. 13. PWh1HD ] doth intimate 
the taking away the Farthly and 


"eſtabliſhing the Heavenly: But 
" that above, and this below, differ 
mM not in Specte, but in Grady, not 
4 ch A ind, but Degree : both are Chil- 
I.4 dren of one Father, have Vniox 
B's to one Head, are Members of the 


> | ſame Body, animated by one aud 
' the ſame Spirit, are imployed in 
' the ſame Service, for the ſame 
' common End, the advancement of 
; = God's 


Oo er. - eats adn 


VI | 


room, have the earneſt of the * | 


God's Glory + Theſe in the lower | 


licity they above enjoy ; they are | 
endeared tothem in A ffection, reve- | 
rence their Memory, imitate their 
Holineſs, hope aud long to be with |. 
them : Lt dare act Adore them, | 
or beg their Suffrages for them in | 
their Prayers, or their Merits to b 
paſs for them, which were contra- | 
ry to Scripture, irrational, becauſe 1 
they know not our Hearts ; inju- | 
rious to Chrif7 our Mediator, and | 
abſolute Tdolatr) Y. af 7 roteſtant i 5 
Divines have demonſtrated fuft- | 


| czently againft the P : 26 FS. ; 


Another Opinion of ſome of the ' 
Ancients have degraded the Saints 
departed ; ſome thinking their © ( 
Souls are ſhut up in ſome Subter- . 51 
raneous places till the diy of | 
Fudgment ; only Martyrs enter | af 
Paradice, which ( they ſa 7% is a | 
Place beneath tl e Heavens ; but | &: 
we | 


__ Re  copaaatne 
— _—_—— 
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| we believe Paul's deſcription of 
PF | Paradice to be in the third Hea- 
| ven, 2 Car. 12. 24. And that 
1 zhe Angels carry'd Lazarus into r uke x6; 
1 Abraham's Baſom : and that thezz. | 
IF \ Thief upon the Croſs went im- 2K 23+ | 
8 > "7: > | - 54e 
#7 I mediately into that Paradice 
-, | where Christ himſelf was : And 
i | that the Spirits of juſt Men, are 
0 \ upon their diſſolution quickly 
7"4- 7 made Perfect in the immediate 
uſe * enjoyment of God. Z7here was 
Jus | but a moment of interval betwixt Pl. I. 
@ | Paul's Zeng in Fleſh, and his be- a 
1 zng with Chrif7 in Glory. 


* Well then, we do ſtriflly be- 
: lieve, That our godly Friends f 
\ aud Relations, dying in the Lord, 
|are hoiſed up throuth the Air, 
er \( the Devils Teritories ) into 
ere « the Emperean Heavens, and there 
of | ſhall be ever with the Lord, . Thefs. 4 


Ay / 


bad ; and tee God face to Face 19, 

oY where God 1s gloritiec! 10 his TOO $72 
'«r | Saints, and admir'd in all them 1 &or.6, 2; 
_ EP that : 


_ ——- -—_w—_— 


: , iS 
= - be aq > y þ 
y LL | 


that Believe : Tea, the Saints , ed, 
Rev. 3.2L. q421l judge the World, and' ſit! 
with Chriſt in his Throne. Ot or 


Company, but ſhould not Love to | Je) 
them drown our Sorrow for them 2 ris 
Should not godly Sympathy make\| Pa 
us Rejoyce with them that Re-!! {er 
Joyce 2 Shall we not by Faith | be 
ſee them ſtanding on the Shore, | Sx 
arriu'd in that bleſſed Haven, | & 
twhere we hope in God 's time 10+ oO 
be, though now toſſed on this tu- | of 
mmultnous Sea > They behold us, m 
aud with us ſafe with them, as! me 
we pray for the Reſurrefion of 
their ' Bodies : We may be glad lt 
that the Society above is increa-| 


ntS1fed, tho we be diminiſhed here be- 
AitYow ; yet Praying and hoping the 

OL ord will add unto his Church 
"Gaily ſuch as fhall be Saved, and wa, 2g; 
arts \yill be with it to the end of 20: 


wo 


Ny + 


hat1the World. 

de, 

ds, | What a Bleſſed Proſpet can 
ed, 1 Faith make, when this prercing Eye 
ww | can peep through the Curtains of 
_ a= Mortality, and with ' Stoned Ste- 
21r | phen behold God the Father, and 
70 Jeſys in our Fleſh, at God's 
?\| right-hand, an innumerable com- 
ake| pany of Angels, the general Af- 
ie- fembly and Church of the Firſt- 
7th | born, written in Heaven, and rhe 
re, | Spirits of juſt men made perfect ; 
en, even thoſe who but lately were ac- 
f0* counted the Scorn and Off-scouring 
Ze | of the World ; Hated, Nick-na- 
as, med, Fined, Impriſoned, Baniſhed, 
's mot judged Worthy a room in the 
#% Church, nor on Earth, by the ma- 
' lignant World. O ſtrange Change ! 
1 to ſee theſe very Saints enter- 
A TRIO ICIRINIT 7 7 "7 
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tained with Applauſe, pitt | Bod 


Rev. 7. 9: with white Robes, and Palms| - 


in their hands, 2 "token of Tris 
umph, and admitted into the Pre- \ 


 ſence-Chamber, whil$ their cruel ! 
"and curſed Adverſaries are thruft | 
down among, 5F Devils, in Regions | | 


of Darkneſs for Ever. 0 


who 


wenuld not be a Child of God in 
Rags, rather than fit with Pro- | 
Phane Princes in their greateit \ 


Glory | 


Conſent aud FHarmory is the 
Perfection of the Univerſe, as 
the Muſick of the Spheres. Dis 
wines tell us of a Threefold Unity. 

I. Of Perſons in one Nature : 
as the Three Perſons of the Tr znity, 


Father, Son, aud Fly-Ghoft. 


, © of 20 Natures in one Per- 


fon ; the Divine aud Humane in 
Chrift. 

3. Of Moy Aadnr and Na- 
tures in one Quality aud Diſpoſt- 
This is in the Myſtical 
Body, 


ton : 


Me 
'F1z 
Ithe 
2Lan 
L/ck. 
ee 
Iwith 
lhe 2 


uel | 


off | 


1s 1 


bo | 
ZR | 


FO a : 


" & ”; 


x1 


0d) of Christ 7 his is in ſore 
| Meaſire beaun here, and perfefed 
'FZ Heaven, when all ſhall fr 

the Song of Moſes Rc of HE 
Lamb, and no jarring in the Mu- 
lick. 0 happy Day when they ſhall 
I/ce Eye to Fye, and ſerve God 


Iwith one Conſent | Who would not 
Ihe alad to join with that Con- 


| or ft and Quire 2 Who would yor 
Wong and 'fay, Woe is me that | Phat " 


Atwell in Meſbech, that I dwell 5, 6. 


fin the Tents of Fedar! My 
{Soul hath long dwelt Ty LE 


that hate Peace. 1s Heaven 
there's no Babel-bui! Fa 29 Con- 


{fn/ron of Languages ; as they are 
[intelligible one to and by another, 
Iſo they all Jpeas the Languaze of 
| LARAAM, ( whicl 11 | fome 7 think will 
Ihe the Aebreiw 7 onzae O ) if indeed 
[they make any articut ate. Sound. 
17h ere have b2en þ raT 'e and ins 


gentous Projeits of a Univerſal 


baratter, by Words or Things, 
is make all toe Wor Id t9 fer: 


-— and 6 


-_ 


ſtand one another, a curious Tel | 


vention | but if that fail, this will 


hold ; in Heaven the Saints arc fo 
ft weetly Concentred. ; 


Would to God there were more 
of this bleſſed Seciety | the more! 
and Welcomer, the more and Mets) 
rier : . there's room for all, thel 
Manſions are large, the Feaff 
plenteons ; there's Rivers of Plea! 
ſures, au Ocean of Delight ; they! 
mui enter into their Maſter's 
Joy : as thouſands of Veſſels ca$?| 
zmto the Sea, FI are- filled, butl 
701e glutted ; all cannot compre+|| ; 


head it. 


Who would not be of this Nun) 
ber > O ye Sons of Mey, howl 
long will ye love Vanity, and 
flight this Celeſtial Glory | Dread-) j 
ful is your Caſe if you be found) , 
out of Chrift in a ſlate of Na- 


FUYEC. Tow” that have attended 


9 dinances, co verſed with Saints, 


profeſſed 


Ll, 


L —_— aces eas = — . 
ee en HR e— — 


X11 


Ts profeſſed to be of their number, 


will 1 bow aſtoniſhing will it be to ſee 


a ſo many come from all parts of 
1 the World, and fit down with yg, :5; 
1 Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, and 
7 you the profeſſed Children of 
"4 *1 the Kingdom, ſhut out 2 Virgins 
cr"1 Fooliſh, becauſe without Oyl, rap- 
42 ping at the Door, and howling, re- 
af? | jedted with an | 1 know you not. ] 
lea-| while the Wiſe are admitted with 
"Ley Honour. Look tot, every one is 
ers 'F7 accepted : what's your choyce 
cart} ow muſt be your caſe for ever. 
but If now you walk in the way of the 
PTE} Godly, you ſhall have a Reward 
| with them: Tf you deſpiſe them 
as a company of Frantick, or Mes 
taucholly Fools, becaufe ther Pray'd, 


Wept, angl kept a needleſs Stir in 1 


OT 
how! 


Toy Religion, you are like to be expel- 


6291 led out of their Society for ever- 
UN Al mor : 

1 E * 
Nas- 
ded 


mts) } 


eſe 


| T ſhall ſay no more at preſent, 
at acquaint the World with the 
i Qecalas 


Octafs on of this ſhort T raft. God 


had removed a very choice Mini- | — 
ſter, left a ſolitary Widow, and 


many ſad Hearts : This Sermon | | 


was Stadii and Freached to com 


fort Mourners; God made good 


ſe of it for that end. A' Stran- 
ger of another County provgden: | 


x Fall heard it, defired a Copy of 


#3 £ tranſeribed it, refer it fo 
ls Diſpoſe to Jo it to the Preſs | 


or Suppr fs. Ds > ? < 


Snch as it is, T re 3; to the 
Readers Cenſure aud my ſelf to 
Chriſtians Prayers for a «ſinful 
Creature, gta Meſtenger & | : 


Chrift : 
©. Heywood. | 
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| Hearenh Comerſe: ; 
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[DISCOURSE 
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(A Concerning the Communion 

oſs | between the 


|Saints| on Earth, &:c. 
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Heſe Words are to be con- 
{idered under a Double 

| Notion h 
| ly | => 7 Abſolutely, or Abſtrated- 
|ly; as in themſelves: "DS. ©, + WIrO: 
A 2s Re- —_ 


4 


Heavenly Converſe. 
2, Relatively, or Coherently ; | 
as reſpe&ting the Context. | 
A word or two of the Text | 
in the former Senſe : From 
whence we fnay Note theſe | 
Obſervations. | 


DOC. ]. That t here are ſach 
things as Spirits, as diſtin 
from the Bodies of Men. 


I Note this the rather, becauſe | 
Sadduciſmprevails much amongſt | 
us : The Saddaces lay, There is 
no Refurretion, neither Angel nor 
Spirit, Adts 23. 8. :PrafQtical A- 
theiſts are numerous, and Specu-| 
lative Dogmatizing Atheiſts areſ 
too many, -notwithſtanding the] 
many _. Volumns writ againſt . 
them. "The Saddaces judged thell. 
-boulto be only- a'Crafis, or Tem:| .. 
perament of'the Body and its/Hu . 


LPECYS et ornt py ay ww Het wy as a>. 447. aaa 


mours : The Antientsfay of them t! 
-That'they affirmed God himſelf tc 
ti 


John 4- 24, to bs -Corporal, "But God is 2 
DS Spirit] .. 


” err 


The Conſtitution of Man' $. Na- 


| toconceive what this Soul i is. and 
-c | harder to Define it: It is an Hea- 


_ Angelis the Species comprehen{- 
| ed under it. 
Md . 154 faint Reſemblance of GOP; 

| the Faculties of the Soul relernble 
J theTRI! 
| IntelleQion, Volition : : therefore- 
| they define it to be a Vital In. 


Þcavenly Converſe. 


Spirit, and the Souls of Men are | 
Spirits : Hence God is faid to be 12-9] 
The Father of Spirits, that formed Zechariah Þ 
the Spirit of Man within him- _ 


ture ſpeaks this ; yea, the exer- 
ciſe of his Reaſon ſuppoſeth it : 
He that denys it contradicts his 
very Being: There j is, faith Elib, Job 32. 3:6 
A Spirit in May, and the I pi 
ration of the Almighty grveth them 
Underſtanding. It's true, its hard 


venly Spark, lighted by thebreath 
of God ; of the ſame Nature with 
the Angels ; \ Spirit 3 is the Gets, 


The Soul of Min 
ITY in Vital Action, 


rellectual, Volitive Spirit, anima- 
Zing an Human Organized Body : 
WW DR IS 


Cr Nee 


yu m ——_—_ +7 onnenagy 
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Acts 7.59- 


Praventy Converſe. 


The Pawers of the Soul are the | 


Veſlels of Reaſon. 

But I need not inſiſt on this, 
but take it pro Confeſſo among{t 
Rational Creatures. 


DO CT. IT. That Spirits are 
. Subſtances, having an Exiſtence 


ſeparate from Bodies. 


. When Men breathe out their | 
laſt, the Soul xg pl not ; it harh | 
an Exiſtence an 


ſk ] Agency without 
the Body: The Eſlence of the 


- Soul is. Ecernal, ( a parte poF? ) 
.it had a Beginning, but ſhall have | 
no End ; it isa Bloſſom of Erer- | 
.nity : while it is in the Body, it 
4s called the Soul ; when it 1s fe-| 
. perated from the Body, it 1s not} 
properly 4 Soul, but , a Spirit :| 
Hence, in the Text, [ the Sperzts| 
of jufF men ] and our Saviour 
faith, A Spirit hath not Fleſh-and, 
Bones : and Stephen, dying, faith, 
Lord Jeſus receive my S _ > | 


ſnags pas 
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Deavenly Converſe. 
That the Soul is a Subſtance, 
not 2 meer Accident, 1s thus 
proved : mY 
x. That which is Nothing, can 

do Nothing : [Non Exiſftentis, nou 
ef? Aus] But the Soul doth 
Move, Underſtand, Will ; there- 
fore it hath an Exiſtence. A Re- 
ality 1t hath, tho purely Spiritual, 
and inviſible by Senſe ; but 110 lels 
Real : For it 1s faid in Prov. 6. 
2. The Lord weigheth the Spirits : 
Therefore they have ſome weight. 
2. The Soul 1s the Subject of 
Properties; and that which is 
[ Subjefture Jerurinty ] a Sub- 
ject capable of Habits, Aﬀections, 
is a Subſtance: Now the Soul 1s 
capable of Love, Deſire, Hope, 
Delight, Joy, Sorrow, in a Natu- 
ral Senſe; of Arts and SCICNCCS, 
in a Civil Senſe; of Graces and 
Vicesin 1 Mocel Senſe ; There- 
fore muſt needs be a Subſtance. 
3- The Soul is [ Exs per ſe } 
Bring of it ſelf; not an Ac- 

£2] 3 cident, | 


=—_ 
Ge ee " - 
= 


\\ Pal. 31.5. 
x Pet. 4. 
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from the Body, 


* Heavenly Converſe; 
cident, or Quality inhering in ano- 
ther Subject : Hence David faith, 
Tato thy Hands. I commit my $9j- 
rit : and the Apoſtle Peter re- 


quires us to Commit the keeping 


of our Souls to God, Here's the 
Cage, the Bird is flown; the 


Soul is God's Creature as well as 


the Body, and will have it's Ex- 
iſtence after the Body is diffolved 
into Duſt and Rottenneſs : So our 
Lord faith, Mat. 10. 28. Mex 
may kill the Body, God the Soul. 
4. The Soul is the Man. | 4ni- 
mus cujusq; eff quisq;) Man hath 
his denomination from the better 
part ; Ger. 
that came with Jacob into Xgypt, 
Z, e. all the Perſons : Yea, the 
Soul is ſo Noble a part of Man, 
that ſometimes the Body is exclu: 
ded as inconſiderable ; 2 Cor 8. 
We are willing rather to be abi 
and to be preſent 
with the FW Still he harps on 
this String, inſiſting on the Soul, 


46.26. All the Souls 


OT IEEE Ov 


[ 
{ 
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pravenly Converſe 


> | asif the Body had no perſonality | 
«A with the Soul - therefore elfe- © 


i= | Where he accounts the Body as 
e- | a periſhing Carcaſs, a vile thing, | 
/T J but reckons uport the Soul, the Phil. 3. 23:, 
ie | inward Man, being renewed day by > Cor. 4. 
ie | day: This is the Man worth '*: 

as | ſpeaking of, and reckoning upon. 

x- | Thus the Soul is a Subſtance.” 

N I might add, That it was the 

ar | Soulthat Chriſt came principally 

en || to Redeem, and the Body by 

41, | Conſequence. Y T5 


a= | yr I 
th DOCT. BI. 7hat as /oon as the 
er Soul goes out of the ' Body, by 
"8 Death, 'it launcheth into ap 
pt, * Eternal State. 5 bn 

he ks 
LN _- This 15 clear from the Text. 


u- 1 The Soul of Judas went to- its | 
8. | own place. i. e. into the ſtage, of 44 1-2 | 
Cn. 
»t | caſt him. The Godly, they go J. | 
| freight to Heaven, being carried lt. 


ul, | by the ſafe Convoy of guardian 
as.. Aq4 Angels, _ 


— < m—_—_—_— ——— I oo 


bo ca enly C on9 erſe. 


it Angels, into Abraham's Boſom. 
iW | 20 Hence it is op Bleſſed are the 


| | [21> From Hencefpith, z. C. II the [th 
1" . firſt Inſtant their Immortal Soul ga 
1s breathed out of this Mortal || 
Body they are with Chriſt : 
Doubtleſs Paul underſtood his 
Soul would be with Chriſt as 
ſoon as it was loofed from the 
Body, which made him fo ear- | 
neſtly to long for it, Phil. x 23. | 
Ib; Yea, Chriſt told the 7; hief on the || 
1 Crols, This day ſhalt thou be with | 
| þ me in Paradice. Tuke 23. 43. 
r. Then ſurely the Soul upon 
Death is not Annihlated, 1. e.tur- | as 
ned into Nothing : it is a Spirit, | 
and conſiſts not of parts,as the Bo- || ga 
dy doth, and therefore isnot parti- || cl 
___bleor diviſible, and ſo cannot be || de 
__ ſubject to diſſolution, but conti- | th 
\nues 1n 1ts Being. Or 
2, The Soulleeps not, for it | th 
 ceaſeth not its Acts and Operati- | ar 
ons S when the Body is aſleep, _ 1 


CO ana 


CO Oe mtr 


mravenly Converſe. 


clear by Dreams, wherein the 
Soul is as apprehenſive and lively 
in its Imaginations as it 1s when 
the Body 1s moſt waking and Vie 
gorous. . 

. The Soul is not buried with 
the Body, toriſe with it at the Re» 
{urretion; ( as a Gentleman in 
theſe Parts hath lately Aſlerted. ) 
for it is not Mortalgnor ſubject 


| to Death, for Solomon ach 'Ecelef 
| | 12.7. The HS perit {ball return unto 


God who gave it, to receive its final 
Sentence of Abſolution or Con- 
demnation ; and this is at Death, 
when the Duſt returns to the Earth, 
as it was : 1. e. at Death. 

4. The Soul goes not to Par- 
gatory ( as Papitts aſfirm ) to be 
cleanſed from Venial Sins : We 


| deny 1t,as having no warrant from 


the Word of God, which mentions 


| only two places for Men after - [ 
this Life, Zeaven and Hell, Joy John 3. 3& | ny | 
a the antient RO 20, WE 


and Torment. 
Fathers are againſt it ; Augy/tin | 


laith, 


ue ny ne ne Ps t 
a Ke ne, porn _— 


» ——— _ —— 


Luke 16, 


Fo pravenly Converſe. 
- AHith, © Afterthis Life, there re-ma] 
© mains no CompunC@tion or Sa- F 
tisfa&tion. But Chri/#'s blood 1s thehh C 
only Purgatory for Sins, applyedBBoc 
in this Lite, x Foh. 17. Zeb. 13.þj/þ 
| he: 
DOC. IV. The Spirits of Juſt, lor 
or Godly Perſons, [ and onlyſſhaj 
they,] are made Perfeit after WI 
this Lifa Da 
as 
Perfe&tion muſt. be taken in ale 
double Senle; 1. Of Parts. 2./þ 
Of Degrees. In the former, eve-ſſrhc 
ry ſincere Coriſtian is perte& in] F/ 
this Life, with a Goſpel perte&tionÞ]th: 
of Sincerity in Heart and Life;|| 
but no Man on Earth ſhall attainſ}as 
to the latter. Pau! himſelf renoun-{th 
ceth it, Phil. 3. 13. Not as tho IN 21 
had already attained, either werefce 
already Perfef. As to the form-ID 
v8 _ er, he aſlerts it of all ſincere Saints, [ſh 
0 ver. 15. Let us therefore as many A 
j| as be Perfet be thus Minded. We 
muſt hold - this Diſtin&tion, or 
makeſ 


ways. il —— OO 


_—_— _ - - = 
mn I er EI os _ 
* , 


Heavenly Converſe, 
re-fnake Pay! contradi&t himſelf. 
But as ſoon as rhe Breath of 
theþk Child of God departs out of his 
yedſ Body, he is compleatly Perfect ; 

I 3.8/hen that which is Perfett 1s come, 

hen that which is in Part ſhall be 

Jo one away, x Cor. 13. IO. O 
onlyhappy Day ! O bleſied State ! 
frer When ſuch as are feeble ſhall be as 
David, and the Houſe of David 

Las Ged, as the Angel of the Lord 

in a before them : When every one 
2.8/ball arrive to a perfect Ape, unto 
eve-lthe meaſure of the Stafure of the 
t inf] Pulneſs of Chriſt | But this is not 
tionthe Subject ſhall Treat of. 
te; 2. We muſt Conſider the Text 
tainſas relating to the Con-text ; and 
un-[then we muſt run back to wer. 
bd 12. wherein we have a moſt ex- 
vere ſcellent deſcription of the Goſpel- 


it 


. Lech.1 2.3; 


Eph. 4.13, 


rm-[Diſpenfation, as Contra- kitingt: 


nts, ſhed from the Legal-Diſpenfation, 


1anyl A brief touch of the Particulars ; 
Wel We are come] i.e. New-Teſtament 


or 
akel 


— 


Believers are united and ..——— 


Dravenly Converſe. 

rt. 7o Mount Sion] The bleſſed 
place of Worſhip, where the 7em- 
ple ſtood, whither all the Males 
went Yearly to Worſhip : it was 
Holy by God's ſpecial Conſecra- 
tion. So Believers are come to 
whatſoever was Typificd thereby, 
Goſpel-worſhip, and moſt excel- 
lent Priviledges, Eph. 2. 14. 22. 

2. Tothe Heavenly Jeruſalem, 
1. e, To the Church Catholick, 


Gal. 4. 26, from above, is part of that FJe- 


if Mat.16 18. ryſalem above ; Governcd by Hea- 


of invincible Strength, the Gates of 
Hell ſhall not prevail againſt it « of 
wonderiul Beauty and Amuty. 


Angels, ] Thouſand thouſands mi- 
Dan. 9. 10. 
S116 times ten thouſand ſtand before 
Eph. 4. him : To theſe. Saints below are 
70. 15- cathcred, in Chriſt; with theſe 
they have Communion, as being 

all 


1 aint ooo ore HE WG ILL OR. coorocamns GT 
pailuntotipetc OR INoens ants 


ot an heavenly Deſcent, and as} 
heavenly an Aſcent; 1t comes] 


3. Toan innumerable company of 


niſter unto him, ten thouſand 


Heavenly Converſe. 13 
| all of one Family. Holy Angels 
are God's Officers for Saints good, 
and guard them to Heaven. 

4. To the general Aſſembly and 
C pts of the firſt-born, WY are 
written in Feaven, | In ſtead of | 
allthe Males coming to Worſhip Rev.21.27. | 
now, we are come to all the, s.:7 Ml 
| Members of the Church, Jews, if 
lick | Gentiles, rhroughout the World : Pre? + 3- 
'I whoare all real Saints,Elet Souls, 
mes Written in the Laml's Book of 
Je-| Lite, animated with one Spirit. 

5. 7o God the Fudge of all,] 1.e. 
; The Lord paramount f his Charch, Eph. 1. 6. 
es of the Object, Author, and End of all | Ich 
: of Goſpet-Tranſadtions : we have in- 
- | tereſt ina propitious God, are-ac- z Tim, 4.f 
y of cepted in the Beloved : He is the 8. 
mi-| Detender of his Saints, avenger Kom.s. 32 | 
2nd upon taeir Enemies, recompen- | 
ore fer of upright Services, Comfort- 
are Er of their Hearts, All in All. 

6. To the & Pirits of juſt Mex 

made Perfedt) | 1. e. Free from Sin, 
compkat in Grace, in {vil Corn- 


TNUN:Cn 


wv |} 
x 
'S; 


14 Heavenly Converſe, 
__ munion with God, having recei- | the 
ved their full Reward in God's || to 
immediate Preſence, having fought | of 
5 Tim. 4. their Fight, and frniſht their Courſe, the 
79,8 kept the Faith, and now wearing 
the triumphant Crown of Righ- 
teouſneſs to all Eternity, 
7. To Feſus, the Mediator of the 
New-Covenant, ] This, ths is the 
[oh Alpha and Omega, He 1s the Au- 
IN Rerclarft. thour and Finiſher of our Faith, 
OT on bright Morning-Star, the 
orner-Stone of our Salvation ; 
a Mediator. tranſcending - Moſes, 
of a better Covenant, to better 
Purpoſe; partaking of both Na- 
tures ; confirming all by his 
Death: -. - 
8. To the Blood of Sprinkling,] | © 
That precious Blood that's of more]] t 
value then Heaven and Earth : | C 
| F'4 This wasthe higheſt Performance 
yy of his Mediatory Work on Earth ; | 4 
Il4| tb. 9.14, a0d this he mannigeth now he is | « 
1) 24—7-25-11 Heaven, fince he entred into | 7 
VR the Holy of Holes ; pplying | 
: L1G 
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Þcavenly' Converſe. 


5 


i- | the Benefits of his Undertakings If. 52: 


ro us, appearing' in the preſence 3 £5 
of God for us. But to return to 

the Words of the Text : 

. To the Spirits of juſt Men made 
PerfeR} i. e. Ye are come---{ for 
ſo the Word T&mnumn, v. 22, 
. | . Calo. in 
is to be carryed hither. ] Catuz x 
thus interprets it, | ut /ignificet 

us aggregari ad Santas Animas, 
que Corporibus exutrg, ones 


$ Mund? ſordes reliquermnt.) Hereby 


fgnifying, That we Chriſtians 
are gathered to thoſe holy Souls, 
which having pur off their Bo- 
aies, have leit all the Filth of 


"this World behind them ; whe- 


ther it was the antient Patrzarchs, 
or ſuch as dyed ſucceſfively till 
that riee, yea, and to this very 
day. Meade Y 4 e-jcet s ] You lay, 
Doth not tze ſame Apoltle fay, 
Heb. 11. 40. God having provis 
ded ſome better thing for us, that 
they without us ſhould not be made 
Perfett. | 
=_ Anſw, 


Heavertly Converſe. 
Anſw. 1. They borrowed their 
Pertedtion from our Goſpel-Dif-| © 
penſation ; for the Law made no- 
1b. 9 19. thing Perfed, but the bringing of Þ c 
Heb. 10 1.4 better Hope did. The Law had || 1\ 
perks bo i but a Shadow of good things tofÞ 
. * come, They were but Carnal Or-| 0: 
dinances impoſed on them till the L 
time of Reformation : Chriſt being || tl 
the end of the Law to every one|| it 
that Believeth. | 
2. Believers under. the Legal 
10 Diſpenſation, were Juſtified and 
tl k. 8 «£ Saved by Chriſt to come; Abra-J . 
|} Rows.27 ham rejoyced to ſee Chriſt's day, | D 
|} Rom.$.3s, 4am rejoyced to lee Chriſt's day, 
and believed in- him, and it was 
counted to him for Righteouſneſs. 
So David, and all the .Old-Te- 
{tament-Saints ; and when they 
had finiſht their Courſe, enter'd| 
into a State of PerteQtion, they |m 
by ſaw God immediarely : Which the ci 
[{} Poniſub ſo- ZZebrews call a being put under [Sf 
4j liz Gloriz. the Throne of Glory ; and they [in 
1 judged that thoſe Spirits entred [Pc 
into that ſtate of PerteCtion, ſoon-{ui 
| cr 
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they [in Heaven. This is a my 


Heavenly Converſe, © »7 


r or later, as they departed out 
of this Life, more or leſs Purged. 
To them, Chriſtians are faid to 
come, by Faith, Hope, Love, and 
ſweet Intercourſe,or Communion, 
Obſerve it, {7 e are come, | not 
only you ſhall come at your 
Death, but while you live in 
the Fleſh, you are with them 
in Spirit, by a bleſſed Conjun- 
Rionin one Body, under Chriſt, 
the Head ; and ſome kind of 
Commumon in Spirit. 


DOCT. There i a way where- 
by Saints glorified in Heaven, 
and Believers Sanftified | on 
Earth, come to each other, 


Or, there isan Union and Com- 
munion maintained betwixt gra- 
cious Souls on Earth, and: the 
Spirits of juſt Men made Jerſhee 

te 


rious 


1tred Point, yet a Truth, We believe 
ſoon-[luch a thing as Communion of 


cr 


a ov 


y Saints 


Heavenly Converſe. 
Saints here below, though living 
at a vaſt diſtance in place, and. | . 
though they never ſaw one ano- 
thers Faces, or could underſtand 
their Language, ' yet there 15a 
Communion in Spirit ; ſoit 15 | 
in this Caſe: Only Saints above || x 
are at the upper-end of the Ta- | 
ble, or rather in.the upper-room ; 
we, below : They are in Gods || x 
immediate Preſence, we in'a fo- | © 
reign Countrey : They drink J + 
deep of theſe Rivers of Pleaſures, Þ| 1 
we do but taſte how, good God | . 
15; they are ar full Age, Saints 
below in their Minority ; yer _ 

50th” Children, - '\dear 'to God +| fe 
We live by Faith, they by Viſion | Þ 
and ſenſible Fruition : We have. . 
but the Earneſt, they have the T 
full poſſefiion of the Caleſtial| a! 
Inheritance. as nh” 
_ In the proſecution of this Do-] 
Erin, I ſhall ' obſerve rhis me-| \ 


L of 
by 
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- Heavenly” Converſe: 


Declare how the Spirits of 
| [2 men made Perfeft in 
Heaven come to, or have 
Communion with Saints . 
below. : 


FT " How Saints on Earth come 
fo the Saints above. © 


| * How "ry comes to paſs 
B y whar means. 


cal ' Inf erences. 


[1 49h af 4y ſathe Prof 


I How ths. Spirits nd wy 


fect above, come to the” Saints 


below? © 

© Anſw. 1. By ConfentandCols- 
munion irt Ordinances. "Phey 
above eccho to'the Saints Wor- 
ſhip below: As -we fing; Eldſat« 
#a, they 'reſound Halelujah-: | 


Wherever Goſpel-worſhip : 1570f- 
| fered on Earth, they above con- 
| Tor therewith. 


BB; Whe-. 


| | - Whether the Saints glorify'd 
" be -preſent in the Afﬀemblies of 
Saints here below, as Scripture 

r Cor. 11, aſſerts the holy Angels are, I 
10. know not ; but ſome interpret 
Eph. 3-19 Rev. 7. 1x. ſuch as joyn with 
rhe Angels, ſinging, [Bleſſing and 

Glory, and Wiſdom, Thankſgiving, 

and Fionour, and Power, and 

Might, be unto our God for ever 

and ever. ] to. be Saints glorifi- 

ed; for 'tis ſaid, ver. 14. Theſe] 

are: they. which came out of great 
Tribulation, and have waſhed. thetr 

Robes, and made them white in 

::;;OQ: how do the glorified Spirits 
eccho to the Saints Praiſes here! 
adoring; Free-Grace, the Merits 
of Chriſt's - Blood, and - bleſſed 
Conquelts of the - Holy - Spirit : 
The Worſhip is of the ſame na- 
-ture, differently Circumſtanti- 
-ated ; they being;in the heavenly 
"Femple, in- the Royal Preſence, 
with Harps well tuged ; but we 
v7 _— Worſhip 
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Heavenly Converſe. 
Worſhip afar off,-- with jarring 
Muſick, and in a lower Note.” 

2. By ſome kind of Sympathy 


with their ſuffering Fellow-meme- 
bers on Farth : 'So far as their 


glorified Eſtate will bear, they 
have tender compaſſionate Bow- 
els, towards fuch as are ſtill in 
the Road, labouring, ſtriving, 
fighting with Temptations, Per- 


| ſccutions, Corruptions ; well re- 
membring that 'themſelves were 


lately in the fame Condition : 
Theſe glorifyed Saints, now ar- 
rived to the Haven, ſtand upon 
the Shore; and ſee their Brethren 
in the Ship on: this Tempeftuous 
Sea, toſſed with Storms, beſet 


with Pirates, endangered by 
Rocks and Sands, and their 


Hearts long to ſee us alfo fafely 
Landed ; and as they know any 
of our Conditions more hazard- 
ous, fo are they concerned for 
us : 'Nor doth this Sympathy 
abate their prefent Joy, bur ra- 


R's 


| Heb. 4.153 


Heavenly Converſe. 
ther increaſe it,:tq ſee themſelves 
out of Danger.. Nor is it incon- 
ſiſtent with this Heavenly Glo- 
ry, no more than Ohriſt's having 
Compaſſion on the Ignorant, and 
them that are out of the way : For 
though he hath laid aſide his 
Paſhon, yet not his Compaſſion. 
- 3. vaints glorified come to ys 
below by Joy and 'Exultation : 
So far as the Spirits above know | 
the proſperity of the Church | 
below, ſo far do they Triumph 


That. joy ſhall be in Heaven over 
one Sinner that Repenteth. How 
glad.are they when one is ad- 
ded to their number ? 

— That this Joy -is of Saints 
glorified, is confirmed, ver. 10. 
tor it is faid, There's joy in the 
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pravenly Converſe. 


ves |-our Lord and Maſter, This 15 


Melody to thei Spirits, and ac- 
cents their 'Triumphal Songs, 
that one Soul is ſnatcht out of 


Satan's hands, and put into fafe 


Hands for Heaven : | Hac itur 
ad aſtra. ] This way they went 
to Heaven, and travelled through 
theſe ſeveral Stages to Salvation ; 
and are experimentally informed 
what Bleſledneſs attends every 
Step, and find the iſſue to be 
good ; and the more the Merrier. 
There's no Envy in Spiritual 
Things. _ {2084 
4. By a dayly Eccho to the 
Saints Prayers, and Chriſt's In- 
terceſſion for the militant Church : 
The Spirits . of juſt Men made 
Perte&t above. are continually 
preſent with Chriſt, and! know 
what our bleſſed Advocate -pre- 
ſents to. the Father on the be- 
half of the Church-militant, and 
have the ſame Concern for ir. 


Qur Divines confeſs, That Saints _ 
de- 


| _ Heavenly Converſe. 
|} Ws - departed do in general pray for 
OY 302. 0 Olnrch "on Earth, defving 
[ll the final Deliverance of their 
if Fellow-members from all Miſe- 
ries ; fo the Souls under the” Al- 
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[1 Revel.6.10. Fow Long, O Lord, holy aud trie, 
ll dof? thou not judge and avenge 
our Blood, on them that dwell on 
the Earth, Full glad would they 


be that an end were put to theſe 


Deſires to God, which is their 
praying. But this doth not War- 
Wil rant Mens invocation of Saints ; 
hls. for they are ignorant of particy- 
| 11. Fecl. 9. 5 Tar Caſes: The Dead kyow not 
ww any things nor can they impart 
| þ41 any Merits to Men. What Pa- 
piSts fay of glorified Spirits, ſee- 
ing all things (7 Speculo Tri- 
nztatis) 1n the Glaſs of the Trini- 
ty, is a fancy; for that would 
make them Omniſcient as God 
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rar, 'cry'd with a loud Voyce, 


days of Sinning, and lift up their | 


Go 5 FA paid ran 


- Youll 


Heavenly Converſe. 
You'll fay, Do Saints glorified 
krow nothing WF Afﬀairs here be- 


low 2 
' ' Anſw. Yes ; as they are, 
Firſt, latelleQual Spirits, of a 


large Capacity ; ; for they are 


, | equal with the Angels. 

Secondly, Poſlibly the Angels, 
whom God ſends as Meſſengers 
into this lower World, may 
Communicate what they know 
to them of Church-affairs ; for 
they have a peculiar way of 
ſignifying their Minds to each 
other. 
' Thirdly, As God's Children 
dye, and depart hence to Hea- 
ven, they may bring them No- 
tice how things 'go 1n this lows 
er World. 

Fourthly, Poſſibly they may 
learn ſomething by Revelation 
immediately from God : ' For, 
doubtleſs, ſuch as are in Para- 
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25 


' Luke, 205 
3 6, 75 


2 Cor. 12; | | | 


dice, muſt know what the Apo- 4. 


ſile Paul knew, when Tie was 
_wrant _ 


2.6 


Heavenly Converle. 
wrapt up thither : though, even 
Angels are ignorant of ſome 
things ; for ſo our Lord affirms, 
Mat. 2.4. 36. Of that Day and 
Hour knoweth no Man, no not 
the Angels. of Heaven, but the 
Father only. - Much leſs can Men 
know all things, yet the glori- 
fyed Spirits run Paralell with the 
Angels. - , 

Thus much for the Agency 


of theſe Spirirs of juſt Men | 


made. Perfte&, for promoting 


this Communion. 


Il. Head is, How the Saints 
on Earth are ſaid to come to 
the Spirits of ju} Men made 
Perfef, wherein. conftit's this Com- 
mmunion. bo 


 Aaſw. This being the buſineſs 

of my Text, I ſhall open it in 

theſe Seven Particulars :.-:,. . 
x. Saints on Earth. come to 


_ the Spirits of juſt Men above, 


= 


Heavenly Converfe. 27 
en [in point of Adoration 5/7 not of 
Ne | them, but of God: with them, 
NS, | when we perform any - part of 
nd Worſhip to the divine Majeſty : 
wth} We below are doing the ſame 
be f| thing that the Courtiers do in 
en | the Preſence-Chamber : We are 
ri- f certainly aflured he is incom- 
he | paſſed with Angels, and glori- 
| | fied Saints : One cryed to ano- 
CY | ther, and faid, ZZoly, holy, holy, 
y 5 the Lord of Hots, the whole 
Earth 1s full of thy Glory : To 
this the Saints on Earth Eccho, Li 
laying, Amen; So be it: fee Rev.1f. 6. 35 MI 
MIS | 5. £3, T4. Every Creature which ih 
z0 || is in Heaven, and on the Earth, 
we | and under the Earth, — heard 1, 
me | ſaying, Bleſſing, and Honour, and 
Glory, and Power, be unto him 
that fitteth upon the Throne, aud 
els unto the Lamb for ever and e- 
1 | ver. There we find Precentours, 
| and Succentours in this: bleſſed 
© | Quire, Saints above, and Saints 
VE, | below : He that converſeth with 


ee 


Heavenly Converſe. 
apreatKing, hath Relative Com- 
minion with his whole Court, 
Worſhippers on Earth have ſome | 
intercourſe with thoſe Heavenly . 
Choriſters, and Courtiers in the Fay 
upper Region. | ; 
2. In point of Converſation: 1 
Saints on Earth walk-by the ſame = 
Rule that they A& by that are 
above: fence: we pray, Thy Will Gio 
_ be done on Earth as it is in Hea- <5 
"ven + Spirits below walk in the 
ſame-Road, that led the glorifi- 
fied Saints to that up-hilt City ; 
' Mat, 7 14. that ſtrait and narrow way ; that 
way of the Righteous, that Is 

above to the Wile, and hath a 

direkt tendency to Heaven : 

Hence faith the Apoſtle, con- 
cerning himſelf and all ſincere 
Chriſtians, Phil. 3. 20. For 

OHY Converſation is in Heaven ; 

| Ut munici- [' aya37wwa, ] 047 Burgeſs: ſhips, out 
| Ii | pes Gn: civil Converfings : We behave " 
ll SENINUSes ourſelves as Freemen -of the Je- 


Il Piſeat.  2oſalem? that 1s above, from 
: AVINED 


_ 


OS OE RT —— 


Laws, and going about our Bu 


ſtate, Saints in the Barth. were 


pfavenly Converſe: 
whence we ſprang, and whither 
we tend ; living by Heaven's 


29 


ſineſs with heavenly Hearts. So 
the Pearl grows in the Sea, but 
ſhines m_ the Sky : The Chri- 
ſtian is the holy Pilerim, asking 
the way to Zion : Theſe march 
through thick and rhin, .to be 
where their Brethren are de- 
ſiring the, Way as well as the 
End ; Holineſs as well as Happi- 
neſs : yea, - Holineſs is part of 
their Happineſs : Theſe holy 'F 
Brethren..' are Partakers of the Heb. 3.» Wl 
heavenly Caſing ; and make it Eph: 4.» WH: 
cheir- Buſineſs to walk Worthy of © * WAY 
this Calling. wr, al 
3- Saints below come to thoſe 
above 1n 'point of Delight and 
Aﬀection.. Godly Souls loved 
God's Children whilſt they were 
in the Fleſh; in this imperfect 


| Plz1.:6. 3. WIN 
the excellent ones, in whom was , The ” 


| 1 2 
all their Delight. It was Natu-s MOR 
ral i 


Heavenly Converſe. 

ral to them, they were taught 
of God to love one another : 
This divine Nature knits and 
unites Hearts : as Fraterfity is 


x 


more are the Spirits of juſt Men 


made perfect, now defzxcated and 


ll j Anima non freed "from 'the Dregs of Cor- 

Wh fiat” ,45:50 and Zlovelineſs, more 
Bl mat, ſed u- 

MEL bi amat. the Objedts of the Saints Love. 


Nor is it Mtance of place that ali- 


but where it Loveth : Men may 
Iii! _ lovean Object a Thouſand Miles 
hall F! 'Pet..18, off: Whom having not ſeen, ye 

iÞ Love, faith Peter. So, tho Saints 
| below converſe not Perſonally 
with them above, yet their Hearts 


4 


| Bonds : They that are riſen with 

| Col, > 3-Chri}, ſet. their Aﬀections on 
ſj Thirigs ( ſoon Perſons) above, 
- Chriſt; and all his lovely ſhining 
Members with him : The Lo» 


a charm to the affections, much: | 


enates their Aﬀections : 'for 'the | 
Soul is not where it Animates; 


are knit to them by a Thoufand 


MI cant. 4. 5; Ver can go forth without aus 
Ld =p" | ny"? © 


al Motion ; his Heart 1s Excor- 


|< QAM > ot 3 wen tier” EP en ot on 0, OA on i nr . 


diated and fetched out of his 
Boſom to the Object beloved, 
though in a far Countrey : Yea, 


ſometimes Diſtance endears cor- 


dial Friends ; and there's no ſuch 
Communion as by endeared Af- 
tection : Men may - Converſe, 
and not Aﬀedct ; but they that 
truly Love, do actually Converſe. 
_ 4. In point of Invitation. The 
oracious Soul on Earth would' be 
like the glorified Saint 4n Hea- 
ven : This is the Command, 
Heb. 13. 7. Remember them 
which have the Rule over you, 


© hoy Aer A - av et 1—— 


who have ſpoken unto you the Word 


of God ; whoſe Faith follow, tom- 


fidering the end of their Conver- 
ſation. One while the Chriſtian 


reflefs on the exa& Life, fervent 


Prayers, and great Uſefulneſs of 


ſuch and fuch Miniſters and Chri- 
ſftians as he was wont to Con- 
verſe with here below ; and ſaith 
in himfelf, Oh that I had ſuch 
firm 


ea Rr ED 


Peaventy Converie. 
firm Faith, ſuch flaming Love, 
ſach exact Holineſs as. I ſaw in 
fuch and ſuch a one! I remems | eh 
ber how. ſuch an one Prayed, || Co 
Wept, Wreſtled, Walkt, Watcht, | ana 
his Zeal for God, his Parience | /;v; 
under the Croſs ; O that I were | 7 / 
like him! Another while the | ;»_ 
Chriſtian conſiders, what an one | We 
ſuch a- Saint 15 now 1n Heaven 2 | Fet 
What a bright Taper of Hea- | lor: 
venly Knowledge 2 . What a fla- Nj } 
ming Cherubim of holy Love ? | Lo 
What -a flying Seraphim of live- | dox 

ly Obedience > When, O when | $a 
- ſhall I be like to him |! How far | 
am Iſhort.! I muſt follow, tho' | Co 
not | paſſibas equis, | eyen. Pa- | fire 
ces: I:cannot go ſo faſt as | cþ; 
' they, but I will bye as hard as [wh 
1 | can, and hope ro. overtake [re 
[hi them at- laſt ; Lord, help me, [74 
Il |Hev. 6.12.7 hat 7 may not be Slothful, but a | Nia, 
| follower of them, who through Faith |, 


* 


\ 


f 
| 
181 
« 0 k 
I.14; 


1 


1 
k 
| 
[ 


f 
$ 


: and Patience d» now Inherit the ing 
. Promiſes. I will fly high, and [wer 


aim at Perfection. 8 5 In 


and my Fleſh cryeth out for the 
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5. In point of Deſire, Hope;. © | 
and ExpeQation : My Soul long--a: 84. 2 ay 
eth, yea, even fainteth for the. fi 
Courts of the Lord ; my Heart 


lrving God, —— Woe i me that p41, 156, 
/ ſoy re in Meſhech, and dwell 45s 

FL the Tents of Kedar- This. 
World is a Priſon ; my Liſts, 

Fetters ; my Companions, Jay= 

lors, or ' Priſoners : When ſhall 

| be ſet at: Liberty 2 Come, ._. 
Lord Jeſus; come quickly ; > Breale © © 
down the Priſon-Door of Fleſh 2 
Say to the Prifoner, Come forth 2 
I thank God for Ordinances, and 
Communion of Saints ; But Tde- 
fire to depart, and to be with s, 
Chriff, which is far better. © 
what a brave lovely me. 
are thoſe Hundred and forty four 
Thouſand, that have their Fathers 
Name written in their Fore-beads, Rows: 4. 
barping. with their Harps ; ſing-  # 
ing a new Song: Methint:s 1 it 

were worth a, World. to be a 
C Day 


Tt TH 

| - 

| f I 

(8 © 
1.27 x 1 f Wh 
/ 
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Ml . Day with that Palm-bearing- | t 
1m Company, and be imployed in” © 
in that heavenly Muſick : Well, | t 
If fon,8. 24] a0 with them already by hope Þ no 
| we arefaved by Hope, why may | © 
| I'not be with 'them in Poſteſſt-' | re 
on! My Title. to" that, blefled | u 
State is the fame: as theirs ; O 
that I were fit for nw! Tam of- 
tent caſting this firm and ſted- 
WAI x72.6 19; pits, into that wtthin the Paz/, Þ - 
[01 and there-it Ricks, and there will | « 
With I fix my Confidence, and not in | 
Opt 

| 


theſe' fluid Waves of this tu-] 5 

mulltuons Sea ! ' Tconfels'my | -k 

| 1.1.x; KM to be a Stranger, and a Pil-] 
grim in the Earth ; Tam feck-P t 

in a- better Countrey, whither 
moſt 'of my beſt Kindred are 
gone, and whither Tam afpiring--- 

© ..., Ohfor the Dawning of thar blet- 
-'6, In point of Incouragement, 

It's not to tell what Incourage- 

ment 'a Chriſtian receives from 


mal 
' j 
T 
' 
# | 
| 
4 
| 
| 
18 
WH 


the Conſideration: of the Spirits. 
of the juſt now made Peric&- m 
Heaven ; partly,by thinking whar 
they endured, and how Grace 
car Sel their Heads above Wa- 


ter, and Hearts. above Terror, 
under their ſore -Fryals: The A- 


vHeaventy Converſe. 


poltle Peter fers Sarah, and orher 


Holy Women, before the Righ- 
teous Women of his time; as 
notable Examples 5 and faith, 
Whoſe Dauzhters: ye are, as Ps, 
as you do well, auth are not afraid 


pw any Amidzepent : I Ht. 
6.  Fhelſe holyiSouls arc Sg 


F eo through: the Pikes, God was 
with them, they fainted not, but 
though their Outward Man Pe- 
riſhed, yet there Impard Man was *,=® 


Renewed Day by :Day « + 


are arrived at he; End of their. 
/- Jopes, the Salvation of their * Pet.f 


Souls : Amd, why may not I ? 
-God is the 'fams God, I have 
the fame Spirit of Faith ; ;'} Be> 


heve, and therefore I ſpeak. - But 
Cz abovs 


236 veavenly Converſe. 

TW 2 Cor. 4;above all, when I confider whi- 
18 ** © cher Free-Grace hath bronght 
It || them ; Oh the perfe& Reſt their 
Souls have | Tn God's Preſence 
zs fulveſs of Joy, at his right-hand, 
there are Pleaſures for Evermore. || out 
And why may not. my Heart | & ; 
be glad 2 why may not my Fleſh | tora 
re? in [Tope 2 O0 happy Souls, | fe 
{hall I ever. reach you 2 Why, | this 
not 2 I have heard the fame | Im 
Complaints from thoſe here on | fror 
Earth, that are now Irwumph- | ma 
ing in Heaven; God is admir'd | cio! 
in them, and why not in me? | ven 
WH For he ſhall come to be ghorify d | Cap 
| }| 2 Theſs, 22 his Saints, and to be admir'd | Ch 
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| has in all them that believe. And | nen 
if .. if ever God was admird in bring- | the 
ing a forlorn: Creature to Hea- | haz 
ven, he may have the greateſt } wa, 
Al Revenue of Glory from me. ly 1 
Wh 7. Once more Saints: below | Kia 
[il come to the Spirits of juſt Men | up 

made perfect above, and that in | the 

point of Poſleſſion. 
TY Is WR You'll 


rravenly Converſe. 


| You'll ay, This contradids. 
the reſt, and Truth : Are they 


in Heaven 2. 


> =, a» 


Fes 
2% 6.” 


 Anſw. They are, and they are | 
not, Their Souls are not gone 


out of their Bodies, and aſcend- 


ed into the upper Region, to be 


torally free from Sin, and per- 
tet in Grace; they are yet in 


this lower World; 'in a ſtate of 


Imperfection, and fo far different 


from the Spirits of juſt Men 


made Perfe&t : - But yet a gra- 
CIOUS Soul OI Earth hath 6B gl- 


ven to him already; 1. { i 
Capte, ] in the Head ; that 1s, 


” 


; Pp. & # 


1Johns.ir, | " 


Chriſt : fo Members are emi- 


nently andrepreſentatively where 
the Head is; Eph: 2. 6. And. 
hath raiſed us up together, and 
made us (it together in Heaven- 
ly Places, in Chriſt: Jeſus. Chri- 


ſtians below have already taken * 
up their Rooms in Chriſt ;' as © 


the Country fſits'in Parliament, 


their Repreſentatives, - 2. 1# 


C2. 4 


Pinnare | 
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Pignus Pignore, | the Pledge; or rather, 
| Redditur in- [ Arrbabene, In 


Arrya 
——— 


the. Earneſt 15-kept-;; for'it .is 


whole Sum: God hath given us 
both : 
Ction and Aſcenfion' to: Heaven, 
is a: Pledge and Fore-runner' of 
of our Advancement.: For Chriff 
th x Cor: 15 35 become” the fir if F, wits'of them 
Y  Fhat- Slept :So; firſt Fruits afſu- 
- ©Fews of lc whole Harveſt; 
; it is' here;;:, Yea, Chriſtians 
Wd the bleſſed! Farneſt of rh. 
Spirit within-:them ; that's .Be= 
innings, Anticipations of Glory, 
like the Grapes of Canaan rm 
this . Wilderneſs of the World. 
3='[ 1n Signo,} the Sign and. Seal; 
Fhat's either. External as in 
D Bajtiſm, and the Cord 6-Supper . 
Wir j Bob. F £4 or Internal's' The Seal of the Holy 
WL OP” Spirit; 2 Ceri! 'Te:22.-\ Thus' the 
[| Merchant 'Saals-hiis Goods ;' this 


+5 the C Grace: of) God | mn T LT . 
79 IAOR. Rd o Graces 


the Earneſt ; 
For the Pledge is reſtored; but. 


part of the Payment, aftlires the: 


for ©otir Lord's. Reſurre»: 


0 
$ 


- TH > 


Graces of the, Spirit, Faith, Loy 
Hope ; cleareſt evidences/gf of, if A 


- ON. This ..is the Foundation of 
al. the reſt, tho! .1. mention .it 


\ beavenly Converle- 


Title. 4: '$ 1 ;Pretio, ]; 1A t a 
Price : -It's a purchaſ; Poſ] 


. 


as, Heaven was; - Forfeited; PE 
us, Chriſt did. Buy it Rs 
Oh. But , doth; God ſell FHea- 
ven” for.;the. Prige, of his. Son's 
Blood : ROT HE RS 21 NR Ig 1 
 Auſw. The piacipal Deſign | ll 
of Chriſt, ig laying down his : Thet, x WM 
Life, was to deliver us from ghe 19 So | | 
Wrath of God, Curſe of the, Law, go.% "al || 
| 
| 


with the Guilt and Condemna- 32. {MUAY 
tion due to us for Sin ; and God If 
was fo well pleaſed with Chriſt's 
Satisfaction, that he with-nghts 
nothing from us. No, not. mh 
deareſt Love, and a Room. ig 10s 
the higheſt Heavens. et] Wl 0- 
Now 70. backward, far. the £2 vn 8 
| quo "MM! 
cer tainty of the Souls arrival-1n ,ccefin: | ll 1 


etiam-in hac vitay adhuc militantes,.quia unz fide, {| VF- 
$0! rity cum Capitl Chriito ſocietatem habemus. MUG 


C4 Hea- 


105 ws 
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-- Heayen, as if he were already 
'paid for, and 


== 


perform his Sits 


I. It's F* 
0d 'will be juſt to his Son to 
2. God hath 


given outward and inward Seals 


to ſecure it to them. 3. There's 
a Pledge and Earneſt, "hich is 
a good. part of the Poſſeſſion: 


\ There 5 their aQual Poſleſſion 


yu Chriſt their Head. And ſtrer 
ways than theſe cannot be-expe- 
 Qted or invented. And thus we 
' have brought the Chriſtian be- 

ow, to: the Spirits of juff Men 


. I ſhall very briefly ſhew, 
how this is brought to paſs: . 
-Firſt, This proceeds from God 
the Father's EkQing Love: For 
both Saints Glorified, and thoſe 
that are- SanQified, ay in the 
Womb of God's Decree - The 


.. Fopndation of God ſtands fare, ha- 


. 'wing this Seal, the Lord kroweth 
them that are his, 2 Tim, 2.19 


This is the inſide of the Book. 


and 


Heavenly Converfe: 
and is carryed as a River under 
Ground, till converting Grate di- 


ſinouiſheth them from-others : 
As "there be Ele&t Angels, fo 


; | Ele& Saints; and God's. Purpoſe 


according to Election muſt ſtand ; 
the EleQtion will ſtand'; 4// that 


the\Pather hath grven to me , (ſaith Rom.11.7; 
Joh. 6. 37. 


C brift,) ſhall come unto ine. This 
is the firſt' Spring- of motion in 
the work- of Man's Salvation : 
the firſt Link in this Golden 
Chain, thit draws God afid Sin- 
ners rogdther : 
Predeſtinate,” them he alſo called, 
&c. Rom. 8:29, 30. 

_ Secondly 
ritorious: Underrakitgs.” He that 
was God became Man; that he 
might-bring Man to God: He 


ſuffered the Juſt for the ©njuſt, Col. 1.20. iſ 
Heb.10.19, || 1110- 


that he” might bring us -to Ged, 1 
Pet. "4. x8. Chriſt's Blood is 
the only Cement that unites God 
and Man together ; ' /Ze makes 
Peace through the Blood of his 
Croſs. 


Whom” he did 


\ From Chriſt's me- 


20, 22. 


Tn. 
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 Pravenly Converle-. 
Croſss; «The; rending of, the; Vail 
of his;Flela, ;paved a: naw, and 
living wayt9ithe Holy .of;Holies, 


But that g.ngt. all, this Blood al 


ſo hath; TOY Men. ,together ; 


Eph. 2:."I& 1.5 He 7 is Or Peace, 
that EY "” e bath { CADA Jews 
and Gentiles _ ane, pF bath, broken 


 downthe. middle wall of Partitiqn 


" betweencus. JESUS in Hebrew, 
ang 611RFSTin Greek, to, tigs 
yi. the uniting of boyh, that 


Everſe 19. bath} Bight: be. Felian-Citizens 


with «#6..Saints : And. Chriſt $ 
Prayep XS, Abat. all his may... be 
Oue x Nay, {till ,cqore than pk 


17, £0 gathers tozether in, one; all 


things un Chriſt, both which. are 
in Heaven aud which are on Far th, 
even ih im, Eph. 1. 10.Crown- 
 ed'Saints, and unfinning; Angels, 
oh e.rcduced to one. Head, 
Chrifk;lo the Word: [draupahs- 
«gr doth fignify ; relating ci- 
ther to Houſes br oken down, and 
ſcatter 'd peicesþ rought together ; 
| Or 


I — 
— > 
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or-an Army ſhattered, and redu- 
ced under chieir rightful Captain. 
Thus; our . Lord Drevgs Sinners 
tagether, - | 

-Ehirdly, . This proceeds frens 
the: fandtifying Operations of 
the Holy Ghoſt. - God .chuſeth: 
his: Children-to Salvation; thr® 
Sandtification of the. Spirit 3 IÞT-- 
Theſs. 2. 13. The fame Sirit 
works in all Got's:Saints, whe- 
ther-4n the Old-Teftament, Or 
in':the New, in-all* Ages, a: 
mong' all Nations ; We having 
the fame Spirit, fait} iPaul ; 1. C. 
withi\David c© Old ; = Cor. 4: 
13... For by one. Spirit we: are 
all Baptized into one:Body,— ——and , . 
have been all made to Drink into ©. 
one Spirit, All God's: Children 
are animated by the: ſarndSpirit ; 
1t runs through all thesSeins of 
Cimit's: myſtical Body, and 
makes them have a tendency 
to;each.other ; the Saints above 
to" "theſe, below, and - thoſe ».0n 
_ Eartlt 


_— 


- Heavenly Converſe. 


Farth to the Spirits of juſt Mer 


made Perfect: * As the Saints in 
Heaven, with great Acclamati- 


ons, behold the Churches Cops 


fiicts and Triamphs here below, 


and long for 'the compleating of 


their Number : So, God's poor 
Children in this afflicted, conr 
flicting | State, | being ſupported 
and quicknedby the Spirit, ex- 
pect a gquietus eſt ; Gal: 5: 5. For 
we through the Spirit wait forthe 
rope of Righteouſneſs by Faith. 


Nor will the Waters of : Tribu- 


lation quench, but rather -kin- 
dle the Fire of this Zeal ; for in 


theſe fiery Tryals, the Spirit 0 of 


” | ., Glory, and of 'God, refteth upon 
4 them, by which they are carried 
out of 'themfelves; and beyond 


themſekies, to heavenly Objects, 


as Stefhew' was. 

_ Fourthly, This proceeds from 
the: GoſpekCovenant, the bleſſed 
New-Teſtament Diſpenfation : 
The Covenant .ot | Grace binds 


Me ner 


_ God. 


band, Religion 18 of a viding 


Love 1s aſcended into it's proper 


the Children of Abraham ; and”, 00 * WK 


@ WN &e 
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God and Souls together, and it _ | 
binds -Souls to one another ; all” 8 TX ay 
the Saints are tyed 1n this Bond, | 't | 


and become One S!zck in God's 


Nature, -1t gathers Perſons and 
Things Flomogeneons, or of the 

like kind, they are knit together, j,,. 5, 7 
and both joined ta the Lord in a 
perpetual Covenant, Nor doth. 

Death diſanuli, but complear it, 

and conſummate the ends of it : 

for on the behalf of the Glorify- 

ed, all their Graces are perteCted, 


Element ; which as1t mounts up- 

wards to God, ſo it deſcends to 

all their Fellow-members in this 

lower World : This remaining 

Love reigns Triumphantly in * <%* 23: 
the World above ; and Faith is * 

the cliet Grace by which Saints Heb.ro.28: 
ave In this ; and theſe two ful- [14.18 
fill Law and Goſpel: and they Rom.13:8; lj 
which are of Faith, the ſame are 


doube- ? 


—— 


Deavenly' Converſes 
doubtleſs 4brabam will . have re«|fo it 
ſpe&t unto his Seed, and take] £pr: 


26 


Gal..3--7. 


few into his Boſom when t] 1ey 
dye, and is indeared to them 


while they live. 


| 05,] You'll 


my fla. 63.16; ſay , But Abraham 7s ignorant of 4s, 
we Iſrael Joth not acknowledge us, 
1] Anſwer, Good Interpreters un-Þ 1 
derſtand that thus; That .{fraelſ 2 
was ſo Degenerate, that. if thoſe Boc 
pious Patriarchs were alive, they 
would not own thent for-their 
Legitimate Poſterity. But we 
muſt confeſs,” That glorifyed 
Saints in Heaven have no per-| -. 
ſonal knowledge of particular 
Perſons on Earth - but in gene- 
ral they underſtand their Diſpo- 
fitions and Conditions, andſo far 
reſpect them as is allowable by 
_ the Laws of that heavenly Coun: 
trey, 'By vertue of this Cove: 
nant d|- the Saints" are of the 


Gal. 6; 3. Houſhold of "Faith, the Family in 
2 3.15. Heaven and''0n Farth ': all ond wm 


Father's' Children, Fellow- heirs: 
{c 
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vHeavenly Converſe. 
fo it's faid even of the Gentiles, 
Eph. 3.6: That they ſhould te 
ey| Pellotv-FTeirs, and. * the” ſame 
emf Body, and partakers of hits Pro- 
uw ll miſe 7 Chriſt by the Goſpel. It's 
us, an excellent Text, and declares 
«51 Chriſtians Gradual Priviledee ; 
an-l} I. They are Co-hers. - 
al ' 2+ ; Qoncorporate of #He, fame 
ole Body. NN 4 
ey] 3: Conſorts, Feet Cotnpank 
er 015; -and-all'-this grounded'on' a 
we Goſpel: Promile, of Covenant '; 
/ed) And, © 
er 4thly, -That Promiſe founded 
lat Chrilt,. the Mediator of 
ne this bleſſed Covenants See ano= 
Po- che Simulitude, x Pet, 2. 4, 5. MY: 
far] Thus much for the Doczfinal HL 
Dy Parte.” £2 1118. 
un The Application I ſhall make 
Ve- of this Point 1S, | 


yi x. . of Dodrin, to inform Us 
on wn. ſeveral Points, TE A33S ERS 
* L.£ [ 


peavenly Tonverle. | 
Y That the Soul of Man is of | 
a ſtrange aud wonderful Nas 


TUre. 


TL. It is far beyond and above | tavi 
the Soul of a Beaſt... .Of the 
Beaſt it is faid, Gen. 9. 4: But |, | 
Fleſh, with the Life thereof, ( 1. 
e. the Blood thereof, ) ſhall you 
ot eat. So that tet out the Blood 
of the Beaſt, you let..ourt all its 
Vital power ; it is diſfolved at 
| | Death ; the Spirit of a Beaſt go- 

IM cect. 3.21, eth downward: Whether Beaſts 
Mobi ſhall retain, or regain their In- 

dividuation; I have. nothing to 
jay, though ſome maintain 1t : 
| Yet, doubtleſs, the Soul of Man 
1s more Excellent than of a Beaſt, | ne 
both in its prefent Operations, 
and future Exiftence, A Beat 
| can but look on preſent Objects 
Wal 4nos. 4.3. -g 
Wl of Senfe. Every Cow goes out 
(hi the Breach before her, 


But | 


o / 
5 TIT ee” hk _. 


Deavenly Converſe. 
Bat the Soul of Man can look back- 


of ward by Recollection, inward by Re- 


as 


fle&ion, forward by Pre-poſleſſion, up- 
ward by Contemplation- ; it hath .a 
ſtrange Sagacity, and excellent Facul- 
ties, Capable of moral Good and Evil ; 
having a Conſcience that can bear Wit- 


or Accuſe themſelves : It can aſcend 
to Heaven, deſcend to Hell, travel 
through the Univerſe in a-Trice. 

2. As for it's future Exiſtence in a 
ſeparate State, I have proved before, 


only if you ſay, ar. 16. 26. The Mat, to, 8: 


Text ſpeaks of [loſing a Man's own Soul ;] 


{| and another of { God's deſtroying both 


Soul and Boay : ] But you mulit not 
underſtand this, as. tho' Men ſhould 
have no Souls ; or that they ſhould be 
turned into Nothing, but only of loſing 
the Happineſs of the Soul, by it's be- 
ing caſt into Hell, to be tormented 
for evermore. In this Caſe, men will 
wiſh they had no Souls ; or that they 


| never had {uch a Being. Bat that there 


is a different Sate of Souls in the other 
World, the Parable of Dives and La- 
zarus doth ſufficiently Demonſtrate. 
Il. Though in the other Worls it 
is ſaid, The Spirits of juſt Men are 
made Perfe& ; yet this doth not ex- 


| clude: the perfeRtion of Saints Bodies : 


j neſs of Actions, Cogitations, to Excuſe, Rom. 2, 15, 
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t-Cor. Is: 


2, 43, 4% 
Phil; 3. 2T, 


Heavenly Converſe. - 

2. Shall be made PerfeR at the Re- 
furreftion.; for the Apoſtle faith, 7: 
i3 ſown in Corruption, "tus raiſcd in In- 
corruption, &c. For be ſhall change our 
vide Body, that it may be faſhioned like 
unto bs glorious Body ; 1. e. Chriſt's : 
Which, doubtleſs, ſhines as bright now, 


_ or brighter then it did in his Transfigu- 


Mat, 17, 2. 


ration, when his Face did ſhine as the 
Str, and his Raiment was White as the 
Light, Such ſparkling Glory ſhall the 
Bodies of Saints have : FTndeed they 
ſhall be more like Spirits than Bodies, 
ſo Clear, Tranſparent, that as one ſaith; 
All the Veins, Humours, Nerves, and 

owels, ſhall be ſeen, as in a Glafs, 
fo Avile, and Nimble, that they ſhall 
mftantancoully move from one end of 
the Heavens to the other, even as a 


'Fhoyght, ſo Powerful that they ſhall 


toſs "Mountains ; they ſhall be freed 
from all Imperte&tion, and be abfſo- 
lately - Perfet as Adam's Body be- 
£©r© he Sinned ; poffibly better. And 
as 'the' Bodies of 'the Dead ſhall be} 
raiſed and Glorified at the great Day, 
fo-thall alſo ſuch as ſhall be found alive, 
{0 Changed, PerſeFed, and Glorified ; 
which is a Myſtery foſfibly declared 
to 'Panl, when rd th into the Third 
Heayebs, 1 Coz. 15.'51, 52. Irs trac, 
The Dead in Chritt Gat riſe firſt; and 
they which are alt, ſhail' br” cangt 
Hen s up 


Heavenly Cotiverſe. FI 


Ke- | up together with them in the Clonds in * Theſs, 4, 


». * LE SS. ho 
2 —_——— —— 
_ . - mn s - 


It] the Air, and ſo ſhall we ever be with FO 0 


[-} the Lord. | i 
2% 2, But though the Text ſpeaks of } 
el the Spirits of juſt Men made Per- It 
S':| fet, yet it doth not exclude even ll 
W,fl the Bodies of juſt Men made - Per- i 
20- | fect, when the Apoſtle ſpoke this, even |: 
the before the day of Judgment, and ge- {4 
be neral Reſurrection 3 for there were | 
he then. three Bodies in Heaven already, | 
ey] Enoch before the Law, Elijah under Nl 
es, | the Law, and Chriſt in the Goſpel : a 
th, How they were taken up, whether E - Ml 
nd | roch was taken up in a Whirl-wind, 

Ms, | as Elias was, or as Chriſt in a Cloud, 

all we know not, but they were mount- 

off ed into Paradice, the Third Heaven, 

af the place of the Bleſſed, and have ta- 

all} ken pofleffion of the Land of Life : 

ed | So they are not only Definitively in 

{o- | Heaven, as Souls are in a place, but 

be-| Circumſcriptively as Bodies are faid 

nd to be in places; and there we ſhall 

bej find them: But it's only ſaid of their 

ay? 


gather from..the Rule of Contraries, 


opens, that we are come to them, not 
of their Bodies. 


LH. It follows that Wicked Men on 


Earth have Communion with Devils 
and damned Spirits in Hell. This I 


and it is intimated 1 Cor. 10. 20. 
Told not that you 4 have jello 
2 


TP 


ſhip , 
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Heavenly Converſe. 


ſhip with Devils, This is Two Ways. 


1. Senſibly, Knowingly, by plain 
Contract; that ſuch a thing hath been 
i5 apparent by Teſtimonies, and by 
Witches own Conteſſion ; tho' ſome 
have denyed there be any ſuch in 
Rerum Natura, as Witches or Perſons 
Confederate with the Devil, but Scri- 
pture and Hiitory have render'd: this 
paſt doubt : Though the World be 
tall of Fabulous Stories, and ſome things 
are done by Natural Magick, by Sym- 
pathetical Powder, which are taken 
to be Conjuration by the Vulgar * and 
tis certam the Devil may deſude the 
Fancy, or aſſume a real Body, or form 
a life-leſs Body out of the Elements, 
and therewith make his Witches be- 
come guilty of Sodomy : Scripture tells 
us of Fannes, Fambres, Balaam, Ma- 
rrafſeh, Simon, Elimas, and the Witch 
of Endor;, and the Law condemning 
izch to be cut off by the Sword of Ju- 
ſtice. But 1 (hall not inlarge on this, 
{mce Mr. Glarvill's, and other Treatt- 
ſes are full. of Stories of ſuch as have 
by wicked Cere:nonies maintained fa- 


miliar Coreſpondence with the infernal 


Fiend. ES 
2. Yea, ſome maintain Familiari- 


ty. with Satan, and little ſo e it, 


will not believe it 3 as all! Wicked 
Workers, Graceleſs Sipners 5 Satan 


Tempts, 


Dravenly Converſe. 53 


Tempts, they Conſent, and are led _ 
Captive in inviſible Chains at his 2 Tm 2. 2 
Plaſure : He #5 that Prince of the kg, », +. 
pomer of the Air, the Spirit that works 
effectually MENERGET] in the Children of 
Diſobedience: He Commands, they 

Obey ;, they hold a curſed Correſpon- 

denc2 with him, and rraintain Con- 

forinity to the Devils Sins, and thoſe 

of damned Souls, Lying, Carſtng, En- 


vy, Pride, Hatred of true Godlineſs, 


Heart-murder, and ſuch like Spiritual 
Wickedneſs, that are the Devil's pro- 


per Sins, who is'the Ruler of the Dark- Eph. 6. 12. Wl 


neſs of the World, and holds his black L 
Hand over their Eyes z For he i the god * <4: % il 
of this World, that blindeth the Minds || 
of them that believe not. Poor Sinners 
will defy the Devil, ſpit at mentioning 
of him, yet cordially deify him, and 


embrace his curſed Suggeſtions: Woe, , John2, 8, 14 


Woe to ſuch poor Sinners; -he that 
committeth Sin is of the Devil ! Look 
to't ? you are acting the Devils part, 
when You commit Sin, and ſhew your- 
{elves to be of your Father the Devil : 


Nay, you have a Devil within you by John 3. 44. | | | 'Y 


the Fruits produced ; for the Deyil can 
have no Admiſſion till you open him 
the Door : You are your own Tem- 
pters ; ſo ſaith the Apoltle, Fam. I. 14. 
very man u« tempted, when he's drawn 
away of his onn LuSt, and enticed. 
——— IV_ Great __ 
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Deavenly Converſe. 
IV. Great is the priviledge of Chri- 


ſtianity, wherein onr dear Lord hath 


delivered us from the Power of Dark- 
neſs, and hath tranſlated us into the 
Kingdom 'of his dear Son , Col. 1. 
13. Oh bleſſed Change ! To be turn- 
ed from Darkneſs to Light 5, from the 
Power of Satan to God / What a 
Mercy is it to a -Malefator Con- 
deinned, going pinton'd up the Ladder 
to' be Hang" | 
Pardon, a new Life, anew Nature, and 
higk Priviledges, and Preſents ? When 
a Man 1s taken out of Priſon from 
Fetcers, Fellow-Slaves, ſturdy, imper1- 


ous Goaler, and 1s carried into his 


Princes preſence chamber, Converſeth 


familiarly with the Prince and his 


8, 28, 


Favourites? Such 1s the caſe of a 
Convert : He hath familiar Inter- 
courſe with God, Chriſt, holy Angels, 
Quick and. Dead, in ſome ſort, and may 
call them Brethren whom he never ſaw 
or heard of here below. Though God 
be a dreadful Judge, a conſuming Fire, 
yet in Chriſt he is a reconciled Father, 


and makes all the Creatures to become 
. Friends, and Angels Attendants, For 
they are m-niſtring Spirits to the j03r- 


et Heirs of Salvation : All things in 
this Worid are theirs in Chriſt, and 
tending to their Good, _ 


d, immediately receives a 


for h! 
in H 


Heavenly -Converle. 

Oh what a large Charter hath a 
Child of 'God ! He inherits all things - 
Nevils cannot hurt him, all Creatures 
ſhalt help him : Saints on Earth -Pray 
for him, and are his Companions; Saints 
in Heaven are his Friends. Oh hap- 
py Souls! Grace makes a Chriſtian a 
Friend to. himſelf, a Friend to God, a 
Favourite of Heaven, and ſhall bean 
Inhabitant at laſt in the glorious May. 
ſions above. All this comes by 3 
Goſpel-diſpenſation : Oh admire, ttic 


riches of Grace |. 2 Tizs. 1. 9, JO 


I. USE of Examination. © 


Who are thoſe Souls that have ar- 
rived at this Priviledge, that are thus 
come to the Spirits of jaſt Men made 
Perfect ? It is not every ones Property 


| and Preferment ; there are ſome Souls W 
Without Chris, Aliens from the Com: Ph. 2. 12. (Wt 


2101-wealth of I{rael, Strangers from the 
Covenants of Promiſe, baving no Hope, 
and without God in the World, _ 

This 1s a forlorn State : Better have 
no Souls than Graceleſs Souls : Better 
never been joyned to the Living, then 
not be united - to Dead Saints, that 


' live in Heaven, Alas! how few .un- 


derſtand what this means ? | 


It would be too tedious to run thro” 
ths CharaRers of gracious Souls, that 
| +F al are 
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56 - Heavenly Converſe. 
.are Members of Chriſt's myſtical Body 
on Earth, and fo joyned in near Re- 
lation to, and: Communion with theſe 
glorified Spirits above. 

[ ſhall but briefly hint at theſe Two 
in the Text; wiz. 

I. Juit Men) 

2. AMaae Perfeft,] 
And how theſe are conſiſtent with 
the Properties of all Godly Perſons 
here on Earth. jo 
Firſt, Godly Perſons are Juft, or 
Righteous : And this'in theſe Two 
Reſpectsz; 

1. With Inherent, and 

2. Imputed' Righteouſneſs. 
iſt. Inherent : And fo by Conk- 
quence, a praQticed, exerciſed ' Juſtice 
and Righteouſneſs, Ger. 6. 9. Noah 
Was a juit Man, and perfett in his 

: Generations ;, and Noah walked with 

God : The goodneſs of his State pro- 
duced-the goodneſs of his Life. There 
muſt be a 'right Principle, or there 
can never be right PraCtices : the Tree 
muſt be good, or there can be no good 
Frujt, Are your Hearts renewed * 
Is Sin ſubdued ? Do you fquare your 
Plalm 37,12 ARtions according to Scripture-Rule ? 
A Godly Man is called a Juſt Man 
in Scripture; he 1s juſt to God, g1i- 
Mai 26, 7, Vivg to God things that are God's: to 
_ Man things that are Man's; to the 


* Heavenly Converſe: 
Soul, to Body, to World their Daes, 
and no more.. Do you make it your 
buſineſs to do Fuſtice, love Mercy, 
and to walk humbly with God, Mac. 
6. 8. Alas, Friends, it's not an aſſent 
to Truth, profeſſion of Godlineſs, nor 
a meer Notion that will ſerve turn, but 


57 


a ſaving work on the Heart ; A put- Eph. 4. 24 


ting on the, New Man, which after 


God is Created, in Righteouſneſs and 


Holineſs of Truth, and then bein 
Righteous before God ( as Zecharia 
and Elizabeth) Walking in all the Com- 
mandments and Ordinances of the Lord 


blameleſs*, and a doing Righteouſneſs phate, 


at ail times. This, this a Being ſuit- 
ed and ſquared to the whole will of 
God : No man is juſt, but fuch a one 
as makes it his Buſineſs to be uni- 
verſally Conſcientious : So ſaith the 
Apoſtle, 1 Foln 3. 7. Little Children, 
let no 1an deceive you, he that doth 
Righteouſneſs is Righteous, even as he 
:S Righteous, | 

_ 2ly, They are Juſt, or Righteous 
allo by the imputed Righteouſneſs of 
Jeſus Chriſt, who is [ Jehovah Z:dke- 
74 ]'the Lord 'our Righteouſneſs : The 
Author is God alone; zt 7s God that 
Juſtifyeth : The efficient Caule is Free- 
Grace, We are Fuſtified freely by his 
Grace, and not our Deſerts : The me- 


 ritorious Cauſe is the Redemption, 


4 *. 


__— eo — 


which 


Luke I « 6, 


T6r. 22:6; 


Rom, 3. 24, 
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Deavenly Converſe. 
which is in Chriſt : The means of 


| Rom. 3.22, applying Chriſt's Righteouſneſs is Faith, 
receiving this free Gift, We are juſts- 


' fled by the Faithof Chris. By this 
means it is, that a poor inner itand- 
ing at, the Bar, of God, as a_ guilty 

alefaQor, Condemned by.the Law, 
1s cleared and acquitted, and accepted 
| by God as if he had never Offended. 
So that neither Satan, nor Conſc:rnce, 
nor Law, nor Juſtice, hath any thing 
to lay to his Charge : Hence the 
Apoſtles Chalenge, Kom.-8..33. Who 


ſhall lay, any thing to the Charge of 


God's Eleft? If the Tudge acquit the 


Priſoner, no matter what the Jaylor, 
or Fellow-Priſoners ſay. This, this. is 


that which all the Seryants of God own, 
deſire, ſtand by, and delighz in, above 


any inherent Righteouſneſs : So Pail 


mult 'be found in Chriſt, (or he is loſt 
for ever). Not having ( faith he ) mine 
aw Rightcouſneſs, which is by the Law, 


but that whach is through the Faith of 


 Chri#t. the Righteouſneſs which is of God 
by Faith, Thus the Church is cloath- 
ed with the Sz, 1. e. the Righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt : Theſe are they that have 
Waſhed their Robes, and made them 
white in the Blood of the Lamb. No 
ſtanding before the Holy, Righteous, 
vin-revenging Judge, but in a Righte- 
oulnels, adequate to ivfimte Jultice, 

gs | and 
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IDeavenly Converle. 
and that is only of Chriſt's, who was, 
and is God equal with the Father, 
whoſe Deity gives Value to'his Suffe- 
rings» in the Humane Nature, Oh 
bleſſed Souls that are thus Juſt ! Thele 
ſhall enter amongſt theſe Juſt Ones. 

Secondly, As they are Juſt Ones, fo 
they are Perfe&t : and none &n come 
to the Spirits made Perfe&, but fach 
as are in a Goſpel ſenſe made Perfect, 
even in this World, Iwo ways, 

I. By Integrity : —_ 

2. By Proficiency, and a conſtant ten- 
dency towards Perfection. 

I. A Godly Soul is in ſome ſenſe 


Perfe&t ; God bids Abraham, and all &n 77, 7. 


his ſpiritual Seed, Walk before me, and 


Iob I [ ] 


be Perfett ? Job was Pri felt and Up- . 9. 20, 


right ;, 1. e. with an Evangehcal Per- 
fecion 'of Parts, though defective in 
point of Degree; for he faith, If I 
ſay I am Perfeft, it ſhall alſo prove 
me Perverſe. In this ſenſe Paul diſ- 
claims Perfection, but aſſerts it as the 


Property of all the Saints in the for- Phil, 3. 12. 


let them be thus minded ; And elle- 
where, We ſpeak Wiſdom among them 
that are Perfect; 1. 'e. Serious Chri- 
ſtians. Our Lord himſelf tel's us what 
i5 requiſite to this Goſpel-perfection, 
Aat. 19. 21. If thou wilt be Perfe(t 
g0 and Sell that thos haft and give fo 
ths 


mer Senſe; As many as be Perfett, 5 


1 Cor, 26, 


vx Aaron. 
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Lnke 6. 40. 


Eol, r, 28. 


Heavenly, Converſe. 


in Heaven, and come and follow me : 
ark adds, T ake up the Creſs. A ready, 
real, univerſal, perpztual Compflance 
with Goſpel-Terms 1s this Goſpel-per- 
fettion, endeavouriug' to reſemble Jeki 
Chriſt Every one that is Perfet ſhall 
be as bis Maſter, both in Property and 
Poſſeſſion of Glocy. This is the great 
buſineſs of poor Miniſters, Warning 
ana Teaching every Man, that we may 


preſent every Man perfeft in Chrift Fe- 


ſas. A Chill is a perfe&t Man as to 


his number of Bodily Members, though 
defective in quantity and greatreſs : 


So the -Convyert hath all the Limbs 


and Lineaments of the New-Creature, 


Light in the Underſtanding ; Rei 
tude in' the Will ; Regularity in the 
Aﬀecions ; Tenderneſs and Faithfal- 
nels in the - Conſcience. A gracious 


Soul hath all the Graces of the Spirit, 


Faith, Love, Repentance, Frar of God, 
Humility, tho' alas! but in a m-aner 


_ degree. I way truly lay it, that the 


2 tet. 12 1. 


Feb.-5, 


® 


ſame Grace for kind is in the meaneſt 
Saint on Earth 'as is in the higheſt 
Child of God on Farth or in Heaven, 
vet not the ſame meaſure of Grace : 


The Apoſtle Peter writes to them that 


have obrained the like precions Fa:th with 
himſelf, and other Apoſtles : Like pre- 
cious, not. like Glorious ;, like for Qua- 


lity, 


_- — 
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Heavenly Converſe. _ 
zrelity, not for Quantity : There are Babes 
ex I Chriſt, = well þ ſtrong Men : A 
y, [Child may hold a Ring in his hand 
ce [as well, though not fo faſt as a ſtrong 
er-IMan. Grace hath it's different de- 
ſus Jorees, yea, it's Ebbings and Flowings - 
all[But 3s there Truth in the inwazd Parts ? 
ndHaſt thou given the Keys of thy Heart 
at to God ? Dareſt thou ſet thy ſelf be- 
1g [tore the Heart-ſearching (00, as a Glaſs 
zay [in the Sun, that he may look into 
Fe- thee, through thee ? Doſt thou ſay as 
to [Job, Let mme be weighed in an even 199 31-6. 
gh | Ballance, that Gea may kxyow mine In- gu 
S : Ftegrity ? And as David, Examin me, ..129, 23, 
ibs JO Lord, and Prove me, try my Reins 
re, land my Heart ? Do you love trying 
ti- Truths, Sermons, Providences, appro- 
he Pving your Hearts intirely to God, do- 
x1- Jing all as in his ſight, and aiming at 
Mus | his Glory ? 
it, | 2. A proficiency in Grace : The 
d, | Path of the Fu$t 15 as the ſhining Light, Prov. 4. 18. 
er [that ſhineth more and more unto the 
he Jrerfect Day. A Chriftian 1s never at _.. 
eſt [his higheſt pitch in this World ; They * $% 7: 
elt |go from Strength to Strength, every one 
-n, [#2 Zion appears before God. It's as 
e - [Natural for a living Child to grow, 
at [as to breathe. Grace camefrom aboye, 
tÞ [and like pillars of Smoak aſcends up- 
re- [wards : Heaven is the Chriſtian's Cen- 
aa- |trez They that are riſen with Can Col, 3. 5. 
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Heavenly Converie. 
ſeek the things above. Every thing 
tends to the Perfection of it's Being, 


Grace much more. The Chriſtian js 
{till ſhort, wonld be better; {till fome- 


thing 1s lacking in his Faith, Love, 


2 Cor, 7. 1. 


PhA, 2, 22, 


Hope, Patience ; it grieves him at his 
Heart he can f{crve God no better, 
that he hath ſo many ſirong Luſfſts, 
fach Diſtractions in holv Duties ; ſack 
deadnels, forgetfulneſs, (1ghtneſs of Spi- 
rit He 1s {till labouring at the Pump 
to draw out Grace, to purge out Cor- 
ruption, to rub off Spots, Cleanſe 4: 
way all filthineſs both of Fleſh and Spi. 
rit, that*he may perfett Holineſs in the 


fear of God + "The Chriſtian 1s never 


Tight unleſs with God, never well till 
he be with God above, in his immediate 
Preſence : He almoſt envies the Hap: 

ineſs of glorified Spirits, and aſpires to 

e as good as they > Watching, War- 
ring, Wreſtling, Praying, Obeying,; 
Acting, if by any means. he may At- 
tain to the Reſurreftion of the Dead, 
1. e, to that bleſſed State that Saints at- 
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in Hell aſunder 5 ;. e. he is afraid to be. 
"Damned, therefore would have” ſome 
i Grace, but ſtudies not to be Perfect, as 
God is Perfe&t ;, longs not for Commu- 
76 nion with God, but 1s well content 
'J to live without God, {o. he might not 
be Damned ; not conſiderine that God- 
injoynent is Heaven, and baniſhment 
| from God is the worſt part of Hell. 
Oh, faith the good Heart, let me have 
more Grace, more ſenſible intercourſe 
with God! more exchange of Loves 
with my dear Lord, and this will ftay 
my Stomach till | arrive at that Haven 
of Reſt, and fee God" in thoſe Moun- 

tains of Spices ! 


It USE of Convittien; 1 Humil; 
ation, with reſpett both ro. Sinneys 
and Saints, upon ſeveral Accomts. 


" Firſt, Poor Graceleſ: Sinners are 
PU guilty and unadviſed ; 
In neglecting and ſlighting this 

bieffe Relation to God, to Saints on 
Fatth, and glorifhed Spirits above: , 
How can Men think they ſhall go to' 
Trad where Saints are, that are not 

Saints ; mays that do not fo much as 
pretend. to be Saints ? tho' they have 
often heard, That withour Holineſs no Heb. 12. 14, * 
Afar (hall ſee the Lord's, 'mnd, That ,,, 
ne weelean thing ſhal enter into tha: 

|  Euty. . 
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Heavenly Converle. 
City: Yet live in fin, and are in 
danger to dye in fin - Some pretend 
a defire to go to Heaven, but will 
not ſo much as aſſociate themſelves with 
ſuch here as ſhall go to Glory : They 
are meer Strangers to the life of Hea- 
ven, the road to Heaven, . the manner 
and imployments of thoſe Celeſtial 
Inhabitants ; as though Men could-leap 


[4a Cano in Calum; ] from the Dung- 


kill of Sin into the Throne of Glory : 
Let no Man deceive you, God 1s not 
mocked ; ſuch as a 7Aan Sows, ſuch 


* ſhall he Keap Y again, Let no Man de- 


ceive you with vain Words, Stn will 
exclude you out of Heaven, bring down 
God's Wrath, and ſhut you up mn Hell: 
Think not to Dance with Devils all Day, 
and.Sup with Chriſt at Night ; to al- 
fociate with wicked Men here, and be 
joyned with Saints above ; when you 
Dye you'll be wofully miſtaken. You 
cannot now lye.in Dalilah's Lap, and 
in Abraham's Boſome in the other 
World. You muſt. be made ready 


| here, or never meet God hereafter. 


_ 2. Some magnify, yea, almoſt Deify 


dead Saints, but vilify and condemn, and 


contemn living Saints, that walk by the 
{ame Rule, are ated by the ſame Spi- 
rit, are marching, to the ſame Goal of 
Glory with the other. How do Papiſts 
Honour the Memory of the Apolles 

and 
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and Canonize for Saints the ancient 
Fathers, as Ignatins, Hierom, Auguſtin, 
Chryſoſtom,, &c. Yet ſpit at thoſe that 
Preach the ſame Doctrine, Live by the 
ſame Rules, Serve the ſame God, and 
hope to enjoy him in the ſame Heaven 
with thoſe pious ancient Fathers and 
Martyrs : But PapsFFs, and ſome others 
follow the Copy of their Predeceſſors, 
Scribes and Phariſees in our Saviour's 
time, Mat. 23. 20. Woe unto you, 
Scribes and Phariſees, Hypocrites, be- 
cauſe you build the Tombs of the Pre- 
phets, and garniſh the Sepulchres of the 
Righteons. Even Horace could obſerve 
this, [ Virtutem incolumen od;mus, ſub- 
latam ex oculis querimmn 1nyiat ] Invi- 
dious | Spirits- cannot bear, but hate 
Vertuc; they ſee, ſafe, but adore what's 
gone out of their {1ght : Preſent Truth 
galls them, but By-paſt hurts not. If 
Peter were now alive they would hate 
him as they do his Succeſſors - But 
this Falacy men willingly put upon 
themſelves, that they may Sin more Iree- 
ly, and ſleep in Sin more Securely, _ 
3. Some are flat Atheifts, and dif- 
believe the Life to come - Or, do 
not conſider that ſtate of the Bleſſed 
or Damned in the other World. They 
look upon a future ſtate of Retribution 
but as a Romance, hatcht 1n the Brains 
ef mclancholly Fools, I curmung Es 
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Pens, that I ſhall wave it, only wiſh, 


_ deſperately into another World, they 


Heavenly Converſe. 
to keey the World in Awe : But they 
ſhall find it otherwiſe, and Death will 
open their Eyes ; whoin the Light doth 
not Convince, the Fire iha!l : Men will 
be firſt Libertines, then Atheiſts ; theſe 
are near a-kin. But it there be a God, 
he muſt be Juft, and not indifferent to 
Good, or Eyil, and then there will be a 
final Judgment, and ſeparating into Hea- 
ven or Hell: But this Point hath 
been ſo abundantly handled by excellent 


that before this Generation of Men leap 


would make a pauſe, and conſtder, Whe- 
ther they be Brutes, or Men! Who jerce 
made them ? What they were made grgp 
for ? . Whether there be not Moral oy 
Good and Evil ! Whether Conſcience | Heay 
does not ſometimes rebuke them for their | che R 
Faults ? Whether Scripture be from | with 
God, or Man; or Satan ? Whether the Ungo 
greateſt Tyrants have not been afraid|ygy - 
of a future Judgment ? Whether they þ 

be' able to diſprove a future State ?[1qaza, 
Whether Prudence would not promptſcyf+ + 


| Them to take the ſureſt Side ? Men are[Gate 


undone for want of Conſideration : Theſajtreq 
invited Gueſts made light of it, Mat. 
22. 5. [ «pmicarric ] they would not g 
take it into their Thoughts, This is 
the grand Diſeaſe of this Lethargick 
Age ; nothing ſinks into their Minds : 
But 
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6 


But in the latter Days they ſhall con- Jer. 36. 24. 


ſider theſe things. 

4. The moſt part of. Men are egre- 
g1ouſly Slothful ; they ſtand Idle all 
the Day in the Market-place : Few will 
take the pains for their Souls, they take 
for their Bodies, yea, or for their Beaſts. 
Its a ſhame to compare the Pains the 
Greeks took in their Olympick Games, 
of Running, Wrelitling, &c. and they 
did it for a corruptible Crown, ( it 
may be of Flowers or Bays, ) but alas, 
how few will ſtrive and indeavour to 
take the Kingdom of Heaven, the in- 
corruptible Crown, by an holy Vi1o- 
lence. Men fit ill and think it ſhould 
drop into their Monthes ; of that they 
ſhould be rockt aſleep, and jogg'd to 
Heaven unawares in a Dream -: 
the Righteous ſcarcely be Saved, ( 1. E. 
with great Difficulty, ) where (hall the 
Ungodly and Sinner appear ? Do not 
6s read in the Bible, and Eccleſiaſtical 

iſtories, what Sweat, Tears, Labour, 
Hazard, Blood and Torments it hath 
colt the Saints to enter in at this ſtrait 
Gate ? And do you think God hath 
altred the Terms of S4lvation to gra- 
tify your Sloth ? No, no, if you would 


ply the Oars, Work out your own Sal- 


vation With Fear and Trembling : and, 


Give diligence to make your Callin; 


But if 


1 Cor. g. 
24, 25. 


] Fet. 4. 18 


Phil. 2, T0, 
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Heavenly Converſe. 
and Eleftion ſure, But more of this 
anon. 
Secondly, God's People are much to 
blame upon Four Accounts. 
+1. In Mourning for their Dead Re- 
lations as Perſons without Hope : Some 
take on and Sorrow as if there Dead 
Relations were quite extinguiſht and 
loſt: Indeed if they were Gracelels, 
there's ground of I amentation z tho' m 
this you exceed bounds, and ought to 
ſubmit to the Will of God ; but if they 
were truly Godly, they are not loſt, 
but laid up with God. It's worth no- 
ting to confider, the difference betwixt 
David's mourning for wicked Abfalom, 


and the Child born in Adultery,of which 


he had good Hopes. It becores Chri- | JF 
{titans to moderate their Paſſions. It's gon 
true, it's a Due to the Dead to be La- up 1 


mented at Funerals, and the contrar phai 
15a threaten'd Judgment ; but this mu 
be done prudently and piouſly, and the | ,;1 
ale is better than the Senſe of this 


Aﬀiction, Are you grieved at their Gy 
Felicity, when Angels attended their | T4; 


departing Souls through the Devils Re-] T7, 
gions untoucht ; they left their Body Th; 
of Death with that of Earth, their Gra- | 
ces perfeRted, the. whole Court of Hea- 
ven came forth to bid them Welcome| x,e 
with Acclamations, and they are embra- 
ced in the Arms of þlefſed Jeſus. _ 

| y 


Heavenly Converſe. 
ly they would be loath to be back 
again with vs in this dirty World ; 
methinks T hear them = as our 
Lord, Weep not for me, 


ed from this Felicity that we poſſeſs. 

2. What a ſhame 1s it that Chriſti- 
ans are no more ready to follow this 
bleſſed Regiment that are Landed fafe- 
ly in H-aven - May we not cry out 
as Aonica, Auſtin's Mother, Quid his 


facio ? What dol here ? When ſo ma- 


ny of our, choyce Friends are gone ? 
We linger behind, as Lot in Sodom. A 
good Man finding himſelf unwilling to 

ye, cryed out, Egredere Anima mea, 
Epgreclere ? Go out my Soul, go out 
of tli: dirty Fleſh ? Our Relations are 
gone, they. want our Company to fill 
up the Number of the Churck-Trium- 
phant ; have we not as much need to be 
with them ? Yowll ſay, we cannot goy 
till God ſcts us at Liberty. 1 Anſwer, 


But you may reach out Your Arms, and ge, ,,, i. [| 


% Kt Weep for Luke 24, 28. 
yourſelves, that you are fo long detain- 


ſay, Come, Lord Jeſus, come quickly ? 20. 


This is the Character of all good Souls, 
The Spirit and the Bride (ay come : 


This is the Fadge on the Saints Sleeve, * The. = - 


fo wait for his Son from Heaven with a 
longing look. You'l! ſay, I doubt my 
Intereſt in him, I am at Uncertainties. 
7 Anfwer, Whoſe Fault is that ? God 
Lath given you fume and means to get 
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eavenly Converſe. 


Aſſurance ; it's our Sloth and Negli- 
ence that keeps us under ;z be humbled 
for Sin, and make more haſt, Be ot 


Heb, 6. 12. Slothful, but followers of them who thro' 


Faith and Patience inherit the Promsſes. 
3. We do rot improve our dead 
Friends, and the death of our Chriſtian 
Friends fo profitably as we ought, thoſe 
that are now got into the Preſence of 
God in ſuch lawful and laudible ways 
as I have mentioned before ; 1. Quick- 
ning our Hearts in God's Worſhip : 
O qo Saints above praiſe God at this 
rate ! 2. Do 1 liveatthe rate of Hea- 
ven, with {uch exaftnelſs and circu.nſpe- 
ction ? Is my heart carryed out in de- 
light in God, and Saints above for God's 
ſake? 4. Do I imitate their Picty, 
Zeal, Heavenlineſs, which I ſaw in them, 
and is much more now ? F. Do 1 de- 
fire, long, and make all ready to be 
with them ? 6. Do I animate my ſelf 
in my Chriſtian Courſe from them, in 
what they were, and what now they 
are ? 7. Or am I poſleſſed already of | 
| that bleiſed State, ſo as God allows and 
commands me ? Alas, Friends, we plod 
03 1n ordinary Datics, but I fear we are 
not yet got to this high and noble Go- 
ipel-Duty and Priviledge, of coming up 
to the Spirits of juſt Men made Perfe& : 
And by this means we loſe many Mo- 
tives, Helps, Ingagements and Incoura- 
Se _ Tage- 


Neavenly Converſe. 
ragements 13 our Chriſtian Courſe : 
Whcr2 ©: the Chrittian almoſt that 
hath findve! this Point ? Woe 1s me, 
ſuch an. -ne {et out in the Chriſtian Race 
afrer me but is row got beyond me! I 
a 1 a poor, dull Scholer in this petty 
School, bu. hz hath Commenced in the 
Univ-r{i:y above ! I am labouring un- 
der Corruptions, T emptations, Deſer- 
tions, ſuch an one is. got above all 
ſurely my time will come : Oh when 
ſ:all it once be ?. 

4. Alas, Chriſtians are to Blame that 
they 1wprove Chriſtian Society here 
to no better Purpoſe, You ſee many 
of our dear Friends have left us, we 
can have no perſona} Converſe with 
them any aore in this World; there are 
ſome yet left behin:, and God only 
knows, how long, or ihort a time we 
may enjoy them ! Alas, that we ſhould 
Iſt, So ſeldom mc:t together for Con- 
ference-Prayer, cr ſuch religious\Exer- 
Ciſes : It's ſaid, Mal, 3. 16. Then they 
that kr the Lord, ſpoke often one to 
another. Oh, whence this Strangeneſs ! 
Is it not want of Love, which is an uni- 
ting Grace ? 2. When we do meet, 


alas, how unſiyoury, how unprofitable 


is our Diicourſe ? How little to Edifi- 
cation ! We ſquander away much tume 
in telling News, or impertinent Stuff : 
ls this the Language of Heaven ? Will 

Ren, this 
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this afford comfort in refleting upon it ? 
3ly. De we not fall out, and contend, 
wrangle, pick Quarrels, provoke one 
another to Anger, Wrath, fy out into 
Paſſion, and which is worſe, let the Sun 
go down on our Wrath, maintain end- 
leſs Grudges, graw Implacable, ſtand 
upon the Terms, and will not be recon- 
ciled. Alas for us! Is this the Lan- 
wage or Carriage of Saints in Heaven ? 
-AN we think to go to Heaven, and 
cannot agree in the way ? Shall one 
Fieaven hold us, and ſhall not one 
Church hold us ? Surely God will 
humble us for this before Death, if we 
belong to him, or elſe Woe to us. Will 
theſe Grudgings be a Comfort to us at 
Death, when the Judge is at the Door ? 


Away, away with ſuch unbeconing 


Frame, 4 Privacy of Spirit, is very 
unbecoming the Children of Gad : have 
we not ail one Father ? are we not 
Members one of another ? ſhould not 


every Member contribute to the good 


of the Body ? ſhould not all the Bees 
bring Honey to the Hive? That was a 
fad Complaint, All ſeek their own, none 
tne things of Teſus Chrift : Never ſuch 


 Selfiſkneſs as at this Day ! Alas, we 


are fallen into the Dregs of Times, 


: when the Love of many mwaxeth Cold 2 
Love {etets not her own : Can we think 
this Selfiſh Frame is according to the 


| Fatter 
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Pattern above ? Do not thoſe Coleſtial 
Inhabitants unite in this Centre, God's 
Glory, and mutual Comfort? How 
far are we ſhort of them ? Nay, arc 
we not contrary to them ? 

1. Object. But they are not of my 
way, or Opinion. Sora re ys 

Anſw. Exa.cin the Difference : 1s it 
T antamount, enough to make any Dif- 
ference, and cauſe Diſtance 'amongſt 
them that own ſo many Ones as you 


find in Eph. 4. 4y 5, 6. Let us there- 


fore, as many as be Perfeft, be thus 
minded ;, and if in any thing ye be other- 
wiſe minded, God ſhall reveal, even 
this unto you, ver. 16, Nevertheleſs, 
whereto we have already attained, let 
124 walk by the ſame Rule, let us mind 
the ſame thing. SED 

2. O6j. But they are faulty in their 
Carriage, under Guilt. 

Azaſw. And art not thou ſo too in 
ſome reſpets ? But are they Profef- 
ſors, Praying Perſons, willing i” 
with Chriſtians, thou muſt admonifh, 
inſtruct, and ſeek to reduce them; 


Reſrore them with the Spirit of Mdeck- © 


neeſs, Gal. 6. 1, Think them not 
incorrigible, till thou haſt tryed all 
means. 

3. Obj. Bur I live quietly ſuch a 


Anſw. 


1 YR IT 
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Anſw. Man is a Sociable Creature, 
Woe be to him that # alone ! You muſt 
have ſome Society, why not Chriſtian ? 
Plalm 119, David would chuſe to be. a Compani- 
33. 2c On of them that Fear God : Fellow- 

” ſhip in the Goſpel commenced the firſt 
day of the Phil:ppians converſion to 
Chriſt, Phil. 1. 5. As ſoon as Paul was 
Converted, he atlaied to join with the 
Diſciples. , Suſpect your . Chriſtianity 
if you live. looſe: It's Natural for 
Chriſtians to aſſociate, Beſure you 
{tudy Duty, not Conſequences 

4. Obj. Such an one is of a Croſs, 
peeviſh Humour, not Sociable. 

 Anſw. Bat there are Chriſtians of a 
ſweet” mild, condeſcending Frame, take 
theſe for thy intimate Afociates : And 
if any prove morofs, charliſh, untoward, 
remember God trys thy Patience, and 
exerciſeth thy Faith, Love, Hamility, 
Forbearance ; which it's very fit they 
ſhould be improved : and they muft 


bear with thee, as well as thou with] 


them : God forbears both, and if there 
wereno Provocation, Forbearance would 
not be a Duty. 


LY. The lat USE from the Text 
and Doitrive ws, JIaſiruftion 1n 
Righteouſneſs. | 

If this be fo, that there 1s ſuch an 

Affociation, and Communion betwixt 


Saints] _ 


pravenly Converſe. 


Saints on Earch, and the Spirits of juſt 


Men made Perfe&t in Heaven, then 
learn theſe Seven | eflons. 

Firit, That Humility and Conde- 
ſcerfion is no Diminition of Perſons 
Honour and Advancement. It is ſaid 
of the infinite God, Pſal. 113. 4, 5, 
6. The Lord # high above all Nations, 
his Glory & above the Heavens, —— 
wo pumbieth himſelf to behold things 


75 


in Hedven and Earth. The holy Heb. }. 14 


Angels are atteneants on the meane 

Saint on Earth : The glorified Spirits 
forget not what once they were, and 
what their Prethren iti!) are on Earth, 
and do good Offices for them, and 
ſtoop to them. Precious Mr. Baxter 


thinks Saints in Heaven contribute to 


the Happineſs of Saints on Earth : His 
words are theſe; ,” The Sun ſhines on 
” the Stars, and Stars ſhine one upon 
” another, and upon this lower World : 
* This is no Diminition of Chriſt's Ho- 


_ ® nour, that he makes uſe of Fellow- 


” Creatures to our Joy. Chriſt him-- 


? ſelf ſtooped to waſh his Diſciples 
” Feet and the more generous Mens 
” Spirits are, the more Rumble they 
> are. Be Cloathed with Humuyity ? 
It's the braveit Ornament that any 
can- put on ; it is the Knot of every 
Vertue, and the Grace of Very Grace. 
Let us Learn from hence, To, conae- 


r'Pet. 5. 5. 
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ſcend to Men of low Degree : Glorif- 
ed Spirits ſtoop lower to us, then we 
can do to the meaneſt Saint on Earth. 
Away with Supercilions. Scorning the 
meaneſt Creature, much leſs the mean- 
eſt Child of God : Think it no de- 
grading yourſelves to ſtoop to the 
meaneſt Offices ;; yea, the Apottle ex- 
\ horts to an hard Work, Phil. 2. 3. 
Let nothing be done through Strife, or 
V ain-glory, but in Lowlineſs of Mina, 
let each eſteem other better then him- 
ſelf: A gracious Spirit hathJhis eyes 
looking inward, and ſees more ſpots in 
himſelt then he knows, or can believe to 
'be in others; and this makes him 
Humble. | 
Secondly, That it's Chriſtians great 
Concern to gain Sinners to Chriſt. The 
Saints that were lately on Earth, are 
now Spirits of juſt Men made Perfect ; 
whatever Service they do for the 
Church now, they cannot be fo offi- 
cious in it as they were wont to be 
 whilft they were in this lower World; 
at leaſt, in that way and manner : 
their Places are empty, they would 
be glad to know they are filled up; 
let us labour to be Inſtruments to be- 
get that Joy in Heaven : Mourn we 
that ſach Righteous and Merciful Men 
are taken away, ſtudy, diſcourſe, pray, 
for filling up ſuch Yacuities ; not only 
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Miniſters, but private Chriſtians may 
do much this way : I haye read of a 


gracious ancient Chriſtian, that by his 
going to diſcourſe familiarly with his 
Neighbours at Plow, and in their Shops, 
about Soul-concerns, had been an In- 
ſtrument to Convert Forty Perſons to 
Chriſt: Oh noble Work ! Certainly 
it's an high Honour to have an hand 
in ſuch a Work : It's wore than A- 
lexanaer's. Conqueit of the World : 
Let him know, that he which conven teth a 
Suaner from the Error of his Way, fhall 
ſave a Soul from Death, and ſhall hide 
a Multitude of Sins, James 5. 20. I his 
increaſeth the Church-militant, and by 
Conſequence the Church-triumphant : 
It's not the uſual work of Angels, 
nor glorified Spirits z God's ordinaty 
method is by Moſes and the Prophets, 


and not raiſing Perſons from the Dead, Luke 16.3:. 


to bring Glorifyed from Heaven, or 
Wicked from Hell, to declare what 
they have ſeen or felt in the other 
World : O therefore let us uſe all 
means to bring home Souls to God 
On ſome let us have Compaſſion, nſing 
Gentleneſs to others, Save with Fear, 
pulling them out of the Fire. Let us 
ſcruggle hard to Save Sinners, Mint- 
ſters, and oihers ; for God's ſake, for 
Chriſt's ſake, for the Churches fake, 
for Sinners ſakes, for our own lakes 5 

OV 


I Tude 22, 53 
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for eyery Son! converted by us, adds a 
Jewel to our Crown: Te-, our very 
Crown of Rejoycing, 1 Thels. 2. 19. 
20, 

Thirdly, That it 1s the glory of the 
Creature to be a Candidate for Hea- 
yen - Such Souls are joyned already 
to the Caleſtial Inhabitants, Ar in- 
numerable Company of Angels, to the 
general Aſſembly and Church of the 
Firſt-born, whoſe Names are written in 
Heaven ; to God the Fudge of all : 
Such Honour have all his Saints, above 
Kings and Princes upon Earth, though 


never ſo Poor and Contemptible in the' 


eyes of the World, they are precious 
in God's eyes, and truly Honourable : 
Hence the Apoſtle James ſtirs up at- 
tention, when he deelares this Paradox, 
James, 2, 5- Hearken my beloved Bre- 
thren, bath not God choſen the , Poor 
in this World, Rich in Faiths and 
Heirs of the Kingdom ? It's true, they 
are in diſguiſe, but yet Kings, the world 
knows them not, but theſe filly Heads 
are deſlinated to a Diadem - O hap- 
Py Souls! Who would not be of this 
Number ? Theodoſizs accounted it an 
higher Honour to be Chriſt's Servant, 
than Emperour, of the World : You 
are happy here, and will be happier 
kereafter ; Your Eliiate Iyes much in 
Reverfion, Qh have pitty upon your 
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Never-dying Souls! Scorn and tram- 


ple upon Riches, Pleaſures, and Ho- 
nours of this World ! Set your- 
ſelves for anot!er World ? Get fur- 
niſhed with favinz Grace, which 1s 
the ſeed of [Immortality ? Avoid Soul- 
damning Sins ? Attend on Ordinance ? 
Walk accoriins to tke Rule of the 
Word ? Worſhip Ged in the Spirit ? 
Rejoyce in Chriſi-Yeſts, end have no 


Conſt 7ce ;n the Fl-{1 ? Give up Phil, Zo 3» 


yourſe; es in Covenant to God ; ſeek 
his Gl:ry ; be jealous of yourſelves , 
ſearch your Hearts 5 make him witnels 
of your actings, and dayly put your 
Souls into iis hands. And thus lay 
hold on eternal Lite. By this means 
= 111 be of the number of Saints 
ere, and the Spirits of juſt Men made 
Perfe&t in Heaven. 
 Fourthly, That Chriſtian Love and 
Unity is a Þlefled thing. The Saints 
on Earth and in Heaven are become 
one; and ſhall not the Saints on Earth 
be one 2 Diviſions are Odfous, and Dan- 
gerous among all forts of People, but 
Scandalous and Omimous among Church- 
members. It's the Devil's Maxim, ( as 
weil as Machiavel's) Divide et impe- 
ra; make Divition and get Dominion : 
Ruine enters in at the Door + Our 
Saviour faith, Every Kingdom divi- 
ded againſt it ſelf, 1s brought to De- 
ol ation, 


Mat, 12.25 
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lation. Hiſtories clear this, both in 
Church and State : How earneſt is 
the bleſſed Apoſtle about this, 2 Cor. 
1. 10. Now I beſeech you Brethren, 
by the Name of our Lord Feſns Chri$t, 
that you all ſpeak the ſame thing, and 
that there be no Diviſions among you, 
bat that ye be perfeftly joyned together 
in the ſame Mind, and in the ſame 
Tudgment. Alas! that factious Spirits 
ſhould cut aſunder the . very Veins 
and Sinews of Chriſt's myitical Body : 
Woe to us for our Diviſions ! there 
are great thoughts of Heart - What 
abundance of Bonds doth this Contra- 
di& ? The Bond of Doftrine, of Diſci- 
pline, of Love, of the Spirit ; and 
many mutual Endearings, and ſtrong 
Obligations : againſt Chriſt's Prayer 
for Unity, againſt the Seals of the Co- 
venant ; againſt our mutual Promiles ; 
and againſt all that is dear to us : 
What pathetical Obteſtation doth Paul 
uſe to promote this, Phil. 2. 1. 2, 
If there be therefore any Conſolation in 
Chriſt, «f any Comfort of Love, FA any 
fellowſhip of the Spirit if any Bowels 
and Mercy, fulfil ye my Joy that ye be 
l;ke-minded, having the ſame Love ; be- 
1g of one accord, of one Mind, Words 
that might charm the moſt- boyſtrous 
Spirits into Concord and Unity. Alas, 
alas, alas, that a Legion of Devils 
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* Heavenly Converſe. 8x 
ſhould 2gree in one Man, and not © 
half fo many Chriſtians agree in one 


Society ! Why ſhould we grieve the 


Spirit, un church our ſelves, provoke 
Ged to remove the Candleſtick from us ? 
tow contrary is this to the Spirit of pr: - 
mitive Chriſtians ? Ad. 2, 42, 46. 
and there unity was a means of their 
Angimentation, the Lord added ro the 
Church daily. ſnch as ſhould be Saved, 


ver. 47. But Difſentions much dif- 


courage ſuch as are coming, in, they 
ſay we'l be none of that Compan 
that cannot agree amongſt themſelves. 
It's true, Paul, and Barnabas may be 
in {ach aParoxim about a {mallOccafion, 
that they may- part at preſent, but 
the fit goes off, and they are Recon- 
ciled : But it's obſerved of ſome pro- 
felling Chriſtians, if they be ſet abte, 
they will never be Friends again ; The 
Sun goes hundreds of times down up pop, 4. 
on their Wrath ;, and they will heark- 
en to no terms of Accommodation. A- 
las ! how-unlike is this to a chriſtian 
ſpirit ! Drunkards will fall out and 
{quabble, but in the 'Morning they are 
Friends and ſhake hands. How un- 
like is this to that Wiſdom which is 
from above; that is firſt pure, then peace- 
able, gentle and eaſy to be intreated. 
Jam. 3. 17. O that God would pour 
down 2 Spirit of Love, Sweetnels, For- 


82 Heavenly Converſe. 
given:{s among, us ! But I ſhall ſay no 
more of this, but the Apoſtles Cauti- 
on, Gal. 5. 15. But if you bite and 
deveur one another, take heed that ye 
be not conſumed one of another. 


Fitthlv, That natural- ſerviceableneſs | 


among God's people on Earth, 15 3 

grand Chriſtian Duty : as ſaints malt 

not hurt, ſo they muit help each o- 

ther Heaven-wards ; Members of the 

1 Cor, 12. Body ſhould have the ſume care one 
" | for another; this is God's great deſign 
in giving variety of Gifts,for P:ofit, and 

mutual Edification - Fo: there be va- 

riety of Duties incumbent upon Chri- 

ſtians : Sometimes they mult Warn 

: The, - Unruly, that are in danger to fall in- 
4, _ toSin; then Comfort the Feeble-mind= 
ed, wounded with the ſenſe of Guilt ; 
Suppert the Weak, that are Stagger- 

ing, ready to Fail ; Inſtruct the Ig- 
norant ; Reſolve the Doubting ; Set- 

tle the Wavering ; Quicken th: Dull, 

\». 19.24+ by. provoking them to Love, and to 
ood Works ; exciting each other to 

rayer, to attendance on publick Or- 
dinances, to a Covenanting with God ; 

Oh what need of ſtrengthening the 

2: 8. ». 1dands of one another in God, to lift 
On og up the Hands that hans dewn, and 
(ſat, 2.3. the feeble Knees ? Anſwer ObieCtions 
{cr. 50. 45, and Cafes of Conſcience : Chrifti- 
Heb, 12, 12,4NS haye enough to do- it they look 
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about them, and duely conſider one 


another ; yea, they need abundance of Rom. 15. 14. 


Knowledge, (Grace, and tender Com- 
pailion, yea, and Goodnels, that they 
may be able to admoniſh one another 


What need to bear one anothers Bar- 


dens, and fo falfil the Law of Chritt 
nt to judge or deſpiſe one another 


in ſma.ler matters, by ſeeking to pleaſe 34 c. 15. 8 | 
our Neighbours, for their (Good toc. "Ip 


Edification 5 not putting a Stumbling- 
bloce before the Weak, &c. Thele are 
Dutics of great importance, and re- 
quire great Diligence, and Diſcretion ; 


this will be a means to exerciſe our 


own, and draw out the Gifts and Gra- 
ces of others ; and by this means others 
Gitts will become ours. The contra- 
ry Omiilion is a ſad ſymptom of A- 
poſtacy, and tendancy thereto 5 and 
this mutual Comimunion is propound- 
ed as a Remedy againſt ſuch a de- 
Clining, Heb. 10. 25. Not forſaking 
the Aſſembling of our ſelyes together; 
as the manner of ſome is, but exhort- 
ing one another, and fo mucb the more 


45 you ſee the Day approaching , No 


Man muſt fay as Cain, Am I my Bro- 


Gal. &. 2, 
Rom, 14. 


ther's keeper ? No, God expects we 


ſhould watch over one another, for 
matual Advantage : What if any be 
miſſing in that day through our Neg- 
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Heavenly Converſe. 
in the Society of thoſe here on Earth, 


that we hope to have Communion with 
in Heaven : David accounts the Saints 


on Earth, Excellent ones, in whom 
was all his delight : And, Let the 


Plaim 1. 3. Righteous ſmite me, it ſhall be a kind- 


Pha. 141, 5. 7/5 , and let him reprove me, it ſhall 
" be an excellent Oyl, which 
Prov. 27.6, break my Head, becauſe it meltd his 


ſhall not 


Heart : For Faithful are the Wounds 


of a Friend : Oh what a Mercy ut | 


we could by Divive aſliſtanee, help 
one another towards Heaven ! 

Sixthly, It is a great comfort, to 
ſarviving Relations, to hope upon good 


Grounas, that their dead Friends are 


among the Spirits of juſt Men made 
Perfect : O what a Comfort 1s it to 
think, my Pions Father, my Zealous 
Mother, and Predeceflors are aſcended 
into' Paradice, and are now beholding 
the pleaſant Face of God in the Bea- 
tifical Viſion - Remember their Tears, 
Groans, Complaints under the body 
of * Death, and diftance'from God ; 
but - now all Tears are wiped from 
their Eyes, and Sin from their Souls ; 
they ſhall ſorrow no more at all ; 
they” have taken up - their Rooms in 
thofe- heavenly Manſions, with Abra- 
ham,” Ifaac;' nd Jacob, and all the 


holy Patriarchs,- Prophets, Apoſtles, 


Martyrs, Confefſors ; theſe Died in 
ak : Faith, 


Heavenly Converſe. 
Faith,are perfeR in Love,and are as Per- 
fe&t_as their Souls are capable of be- 


_ ing, at. preſent - waiting for the i- 


nal Conſummation of their Feliciry, in 


Saul and Body, at the general Reſur- 
_ rection. : When the Lord himſelf ſhall \ T6ch. 4, 
deſcend from Heaven, with a ſhout, © © Oo 


with the weice of the Arch- Angel, 
with the Trump of God ;, and the 
Dead in Chrift ſhall riſe firft, and, 
they that are found: alive ſhall be chan- 

ged, and caught up together with them , ©, 
in the Clouds to meet the Lord in the 5:. 
Air, and ſhall we be now ever with the 
Lord : Wherefore let us Comfort one 


another with theſe Words : There's-. 


<comiort at preſent, to think that 

”art of our {clves' 15 Glor;fied 5 my. 
:0/ing Wite, my ſweet Children, have 
zot the ſtart of me, and have Com-. 
menced in that fanous Univerſity, 
Do@ors, in the profoundeſt : Goſpel- - 
Miſteries ; Saints in the higheſt Duties _ 
of Grace and Sanctity, and compleat 

Graduates in Happineſs, and everlaſt- _ 


ing Felicity : Oh bleſſed fate ! Their - 


Joy. is my Comfort their Holinels in- 
iargeth my Heart -in' Gratitude that - 
their is ſuch a State, and my befit 
Friends are got thither, though TI 
be  Grovelling below in this Valley 
of Achur. Oh that | could diſcourſe 


one hour with my Companion of that 
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Celeſtial State above 1 His Body oF 


ſleeps in Jeſus, bis Soul converleth with 


Jeius ; the Sting of Death is gore, and _ 


the Crown of Glory is {et upon his 
Triumphant Head ; his Body r-<ſts in 
Hope, h:s Spirit hath attained the Fnd 
of his Hope ; why ſhould 1 complain 


I -want my dear Friend, when mn {ome 


{en [I have him, and am co ne to him 
in Aſſociation, "Communion ? I reed 


not want him if 1 bad bat an iicart 


to improve him ; Oh that «y h-art 


were elevated above this na"ro'v dir- 
ty World, to that bleſſed State ! TÞ 
Duty, theix Fel.ciry, - 


will {rudy my \ 

and hye after them, rather than ipend 
my days in Lamentation for my loſs; 
ler God be Glorified;-Souls faved, and 
1 am Satisfie. 

' Seventhly, *Tis an bigh Preferrent, 


Spirits of juſt M-n made ierfec.” 


Souls have no SERES: 5 whether Men 


or Women, gracious »pirits ere, thall 
be equa''y Glorified  -:. The effential 


Happineſs of ceparted Souls 1s to be 
ever with the Ior& ; adaztional Hap- 


pineſs is to be with thoſe bleffed Spt- 


rits.” 
O' what a meeting wil! that be of 
gracious Husbend and Write, that 


Pray and Wept together here, and 
apy {Eall be in the (Poſomes of each 
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other,-with their dear Lord for ever- 
more. 

The Paſtor ſha!l own his Child in 
Chriſt - Which ji:2 be bs Fov, and * Te. 2. 
Crown of Rewo'cng : The Convert cores 
ſhall own his Inſtr1-nent of his Good, 
and fay, This, O this 1s my ſpiritual 
Father v: Chit ! Such a time, in 
ſuch a piac?. hi ſuch a Sermon, God 
toucht my C:nſcisrice. 3nd ſent me 
home «ith a Þe:ding +eart, and by 
the ane news ſat. hd my Soul of 
my inter<it n Chriſt 5 and by the 
fare Ordinance Þuiir me up m Ho- 
line's 5 2nd now he that 5owed, and Juhn 4. 14. 
we that Keap. rejoice together - 

\ bleſſed day, that ever | ſaw, that, Man's 
Face, or heard -his Yoice ! 

The Father will fay of his poor 
carnai 27 prodigalt Child, whom the 
Lord hath recuced ; '1 ſhould never 
have had io many .Errands to the 
Throne of Grace, had-it not been 
for thar ſad Occaſion ! that” was a 
coſtly Chiid ; I had never gone fo 
frequently and fervently to God in 
Prayer, had not that untoward Child 
{ent me with a ſad Heart and many 
a ialt Tear ; but God heard me, 
and it vas as Life from the Dead : I 
own ſuch a Child as a Samet ; and 
ſuch a ſignal Mercy ſhall occaſion Joy 
and Hallelojot's to all Eternity: 

Ba I he 
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The gracious Child will took wit? 


Joy on his pious Parent, and bleſs 


God for their Religious Education, 
Prayers, Examples, Inſtruction, Admo- 
nitions, which God bleſſed for my 
Sonls good : Oh, my Mercy that [ 
enjoyed {uch Godly Parents, that were 
dear to me, but neyer ſo dear as 
now. | 

Thus it will- be amongſt Chriſtian 
Friends, that have conferr'd, and wept, 
and prayed, and enjoyed the Seals of 
the Covenant together : What a 
Soul-reviv:ng meeting ſhall they have 
nopks;! is 

You'l ſay, How know: you that the 
Saints {hall know one another in 
Hegven ! 1 
1 Anſwer, We are not certain, but 
it's probable, becauſe they ſha! 
joy that which will moſt contribute 
to their Co fort > and doubtleſs this 
mutual Knowledge, and reflecting on 
their by-pait intercourſe will. Luther 
on . the. Evening before he Died affrm- 
ed it ſaving, Adam knew Eve to be 
part of himieif,; and;the Diſciples knew 
Aoſes ' and Elias with Feiwus in the 
Mount of Transliguration &c. Not 
that they ſizall have fuch a meer na- 
tural Knowledge of each ”other as 
they had in the Fleſh, : it {hail be 
refined from all Dregs of Senſe, and 


> 
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en 
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become like that of Angels. 
 Divines diſpute profounily about 
the manner of Spirits Diſcourle, or 
notitying their minds to each other : 
I - doubt , not of the thing ; but we 
being ſo ignorant of the Natures and 
Operations of Spirits, 8re riot able 
exactly to conceive of, or deſcribe it. 
Oh what acceilion will it be to the 
vaints Happineſs, that they ſhall meet 
with {och as they have Known. here, 
4nd famous Samts they never ſaw in 
this World, to communicate Expert- 
ences to the only Glory of their high- 
_ eft Lord, to whon alone the Rent 
of Glory is due. O happy meeting, 
never to part more ! There will be 
no Schifns, ſinful Paſlions, Cenſares, Re- 
fletions, unkind Withdrawings, but 
all the Saints there ſhall be one piece 
united: together in perte& Love, iully 
illumenated with the Chrifial beams 
of the Sun of Righteouſne!s, bathing 
their naked Souls in the refrething 
Streams of Life and Love : When 
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that which 1s Perjelh 15 come, then 2 C07. 44. 


that which i in part (hal be done a- 
way - Oh blefed Day when there 
{hall be no more Quarrcls or Jar- 
' rings ! when all thoſe gracious Friends, 
to Whoin our Hearts were -knit in the 
Lord, that departed betore us in the 
Faith of Chrilt, whom we thought. 
- Ke 
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Deavenly Converſe. 
-we had loſt, and bewailed as Jacob 
did for foſeph, then we ſhall meet them 
with more Joy than Facob met his 
Son : Q- what claſping of Arms, u- 


nitings of Spirits, and mutual intcr- 


change of Heavenly Graces will there 
be ! What reciprocal Aﬀedctions will 
there be ? Nor 1s it any Diminution 
to Chriſt's Honour that he there ma- 
keth uſe of our Fellow-creatures to 
compleat our Joy ; the Sun ſhineth 
upon the Stars. as well as on the Earth, 
and the Stars on one another - The 
whoſe Creation, (ſaith a great Dt 


vine) will be {till one compaginated 


«Frame, and the heayenly Society will 
for evzr retain their Relation to each 
other, and their Aptitude and Dit- 
poſition to the. Duties and Benefits 
of their Relations. | 

O when, when then ſhall my Soul 
get off this tempeſrucus Sea for that 
haven of Reſt © How long ſhall I 
dwell in eſhech ! How 1 ng muſt 
1 be travelling in this un-even Koad ? 
When ſhall I come to the Mount of 

God ? were it not for the rare and 
{weet Vitits I have of God, this 
World would be an Hell : Did not 


my voul enjoy ſore {weernels in 


Communion of Saints, it would be 
an howling Wildernels ; But what 
is this to that abuyz ? where theſe 

Souls 
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Heavenly Converſe. 


Souls ſhall be defzcated from all the 
Dreys of Ignorance, Error, Partiality, 


.and Sublimated to the higheſt degree 


a Creature is Capable of ! How glo- 
riouſl, wiil God fhinz in the Glory 
of the Bleſſed | How delightful wall 
it be to ſee th-ir perfe&tion in Wiſ- 
dom, Holi:efs, Loye, and Concord ! 
there is no {arring, or diſcordant Sp1- 
rit that is out of Tune : If I go 
from loving Friends on Earth, 1 ſhalt 
£0 to ſuch as will love me incompa- 
rably better ; and I ſhall love them 
b<tter, becauſe both ſhall be better, 
ani more lovely, ard love more Per- 
tc : It co's ſome pains here to 
r022e my thoughts to heavenly Ob- 
jets, bat when 1 am got above, it 
wil be natural to delight in God, 
and in his Saints: A contemplation 
Wiil carry into full Communion - O 
what a blefſed Harmony of Minds, 
Vis, Pratizes ! There's. nothing 
but confuſion 1n this lower World, 
and perfet Order above. Let Dearh 


come and dcliver this weary Spirit- 


preſſed down with Guilt, Corrupti- 
on, Sins, of Wealth, and* Temprati- 
on, from a!) the evils of this tinful 
Life, and raiſe it up, among the Sp- 
rats of juſs Men made Perfect. 

I ſhall upon this Ocation, conc!ule 
with a paſſage taken out of Mr. 


_ Baxitrs 


. - _ . - —& 3 - 


9k 


92, 
__ Baxter's Dying Thoughts, pag. .198. 
. Which doth fo cething illuſtrate my 
Propoſition, concerning that Conmu- | 


*It is at leaſt, 


” reafon of the other : 


* Heavenly* Converſe. 


nion that Saints below, an Spirits 
of juſt Mze1 above made Perfect, 
wh.ch may ſeem famewhat- ſtrange. 
(ſaith he) very pro- 
” bable, that God maketh glorified 
” Spirits his Agents and Miniſters of 
” much of his Beneficence to the Crea- 


* tures that are below them. For, 


” 1. Weſce that where he endew- 


> ed any Creatures with noble Endow- 


” ments he maketh uſe of that Crea- 
* tire to the benefit of others : We 
” ſhall in Heaven be moſt furniſhed 
"to do Good, and that furniture wall 
” not be unuſed. : 
"2. And Chriit tells us, That we ſhall 
” be. like, or equal to the Angels ; 
” Which though ir mean not [ ſimply, 
"and in all things, ] yet 1t meaneti 
” more than to be above Carnal Ge- 
" nerailon + For it ſpzaketh of a 
” Sinulitude of Nature and State as the 
And that the 
” Angels are God's Mini'ers for the 
” Good of his Choſen in this Worid, 
” and Ad.:vintirators of mach of the 
” affairs on Earth, is paſt all doubt. 
"3. The Apoitie teiieth us, that 
” Saints ſhall Judze the Verld, and 
* Angels 3 and Judging in Scripture 


"ay 1S 


y 


Deavenly Converſe. 92 
L is oft pat for Ruling : It is there- 
fore probable at 1: aſt, that the De- 
_ Vils and the Damned, ſhail be put 
urder the Saints ; and that with 
' the Angels, they ſhall be imployed, 
”-m ſome Miniſterial over-fight of the 
” Inhabitants and Aifairs- of the Pro- 
” miſed New-E2rth. 
"4. And when even the more no- 
” ble Superiour Bodies, even the Stars 
"are of {0 great nle, and in''ux to 
” Inferior Bodies, it 1s Nike that accor- 
" dingly Superior Spirits will be of uſe to 
” the mhabitants of the World below 
them : The truth of this Notion I 
” neither affirm, nor denv, but- leave 
b | ld . 
ir to the Conſideration of the Learn- 
Ped ; as it is propounded only as a 
® Conjecture : Yet this doth no ways 
? Countenance Popiſh Adoration of 
” Saints and Angels ; which the be- 
” loved Diſciple twice was Prohibited, Rev. 
— 20-10 22-65-09" 
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I ſhall Conclude all with a Poem 
of Mr. Herbert's, cailed the ST A R, 


page O05. 


Bright Spark ſhot from a brighter place, 
Where Beams {uround my Sav'ours face, 
Caniſt thou be any whcre 
So weil as there ? 


Yet if thou wilt from thence depart . 

Take a bad Lodging mm my heart, 
For thou canſt make a debtcr, 

/ And make it better. 


Firſt with thy fire-work burn to duſt 
Folly, and worſe than fo'iy Laſt ; 
Then with thy Light refine, 
And make it ſhine : 


So diſengag'd from Sin and Sickneſs, 
Touch it with thy Caleſtial Quicknels, 
That it may hang and move 
After thy Love. 


Then with our Trinity of Light, 
Motion, and #eat, ſet's take our flight 
Unto the place where thou 
Before didſt bow : 


Get me a ſtanding there, and place 

Amongſt the beams which crown the face 
Of him who dy'd to part 

Sin and my Heart, 


That 


It 


Tu 


* _ Þeavenly Converſe. 


That {o among the reit | may 
Glitter and Curl and Wind as they ; 
That winding is their faſhion 
Of Adoration. 


Sure thou wilt Joy by gaining me, - 
To fiy home like a laden Bee 
Unto that Hive of Beams, 
And Garland Streams. 
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